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1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  AGSFOR  OT  RD,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  that  the 
Army  realizes  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions  , 

3.  To  insure  that  the  information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  items  appearing  in  the 
reports  is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  items  from  it  for  inclusion 
in  the  Index  by  c^'meJeting  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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PSPAR-jMBOT,'  op  TH'3  ARMY 
HKADQIMITLIB,  45H  BAmLION,  60TH  AHIILLEECf 
APO  96258 


AVGK-AP-S3 

.SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  4th  Battalion  (aW)(3P)  60th  Artillery, 

Batteiy  E  (MG)  ,  41at  Artillery  and  Batte.rj’-  B  (SLT) ,  29th  Artillery 
For  Period  Ending  3O  April  1968,  RCS  CSPOR  (Hi) • 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  SECTION  I  (C)  Significant  Organization  or  Unit  Activities, 
a.  General 

(1)  The  4th  Battalion  (AW)(SP)  60th  Artillery  with  attached  Battery 
E  (mg),  41st  Artillery,  remained  assigned  to  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  attached 
to  i  Field  Force  Vietnam  Arti.llery  and  farther  attached,  less  opera tiorial 
rjontrol,  to  41.3t  Artillery  Group  at  the ■  beginning  of- the  reporting  period. 
Battery  B  (SLT^  29th  Ar cillery,  remained  attacheO,  less  operational  control 
to  4th  Battalion  Uw)(SP),  60th  Artillery.  Effective  1?  February  1968,  4th 
Battalion  (aW)(SP),  60th  Artillery,  with  attached  Battery  E  (MG),  41st  Art¬ 
illery,  was  detached  from  41st  Artillery  Group  and  fully  attached  to  I 
Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery.^ 

(2)  The  battalion,  with  attachments,  operated  at  widely  separated 
, locations  in  support  of  maneuver  and  artillery  units  of  the  United  States 

and  Free  World  Military  Assistance  forces  throughout  the  II  Corps  Tactical 
Zone  and  the  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone." 

(5)  Headquarters  end  Headquarters  Battery  was  attached  to  I  Field 
Force  Vietnam  Artillerj'  and  located  at  Camp  Townes,  Qpi  Nhon  area.  Battery  A 
was  assigned  to  4'fch  Battalion  (AW)(SP)  60th  /ixtillery.  Operational 
control  of  the  Ist  AW  Platoon  was  exercised  by  5d  Battalion,  506th  Infantry, 
in  the  Phan  Thiet  area.  '  Operational  control  of  the  2d  AW  Platoon  was  exer¬ 
cised  by  6th  Battalion,  52d  Artillery,  in  the  Tuy  Hoa/Ninh  Hoa  area. 

Battery  B  was  assigned  to  the  4th  Battalion  (AW)(SP),  60th  iixtillery. 

The  1st  AW  Platoon  was  located  in  the  Qai  Nhon  area  with  operat ional  control 
of  110  Section  exercised  by  Qui  Nhon  Sub-Area  Command;  operational  control 
of  120  and  140  Section  exercised  by- 4th  Battalion  (aw)(SP),  60th  Artillery; 
.'■psrational  control  of  the  I50  Section  was  exorcised  by  41st  Artillery  Group. 
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Tho  2nd  AV/  Platoon  was  located  in  the  Pleiku/Dak  To  area  with  operational 
control  of  210,  220  and  23O  Sections  exercised  by  6th  Battalion,  29th 


Artillery,  4‘fch  Division  Artillery.  Operational  control  of  240  Section  was 
exercised  by  5th  Battalion,  2?d  Artillery,  52d2\rtillery  Group  in  Polei 
Dreng.  Battery  C  was  assigned  to  4'’  h  Battalion  (AW) '  yP) ,  t,)  th  Artillery, 

Tho  110  and  I30  Sec  tiers  of  1st  AV/  7?  atom  renained  tenporarily  attached  to  the 
1st  Cavalry  Division  (Air  aobilo)  ana  w-re  located  in  Ouang  Tri,  I  Corps 
Tactical  Zono.  Operational  control  of  120  £'r.d  3.10  Sections  and  2nd 
AW  Platoon  was  exercised  by  the  4th  Battalion  (aV/)(SP),  60th  Artillery. 


These  two.  sections  and  the  platoon  were  deployed  from  the  vicinity  of 
Bong  Son  .south  to  Go  Boi.  Battery  D  was  assigned  to  4'th  Battalion  (aW)(SP), 
60th  Artillery,  Operational  control  of  the  1st  AW  Platoon  was  exorcised 
by  4th  Battalion,  42d  Artillery,  4'fch  Division  Artillery,  in  the  area 
southeast  of  Pleiku.  The  2d  AV/  Platoon  was  located  south  of  Pleiku  with 


operational  control  of  210  Section  exercised  by  3^5  Battalion,  6th  Artilleiy; 
operational  control  of  220  and  230  Sections  was  exercised  by  6th  Battalion, 
14th  Artillery;  operational  control  of  24O  Secti-on  was  exercised  by  4'fch 


Division  Artillery.  The  24O  Section  was  located  at  Kontun. 


(4)  Battery  S  (MG),  41st  Artillery  was  attached  to  4th  Battalion 
(aW)(SP),  60th  Art.l3.1ery,  The  six  machine  gun  sections  were  further  attach¬ 
ed  to  Batteries  of  tho  4th  Battalion  4a\/){S?),  60th  Artille.t3'',  with 
operational  ccntrol  exercised  as  follows;  Section  A  attached  to  Battery 
A  \7ii:h  operational  control  of  the  1st  and  2d  Squads  exercised  by  Tuy  Hca  • 
Sub-A.roa  Oemrcand;  oprrationeJ.  control  of  tiie  4th  Squado  exercised  by 

173ri  Aijfoome  3'^igadc  in  the  Tuy  Hoa  area.  Section  3  was  attached  to 
Battery  0  and  further  +onporari'Jy  attached  to  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  ■  ■  ' 
(Air  Mobile),  in  Quang  Tri,  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone,  Section  0  was,  attached  to 
Dattory  0,  with  operational  control  exercised  by  the  4th  Bnttal'ion  ,(AV/)  (SP)  , 
60th  Artillery,  and  de.ployed  in  the  Bong  Son  area.  Section  D  was  attached  to 
Battery  D  v/ith  operational  control  of  2rd,  yrAi  and  4th  Squads  exorcised  by 
dth  Battalion  (AV/)(S?),  cOth  Artil3.Gry,  a-id  oriorationol  contro],  of  the  lot 
Squad  exorcised  by  5th  Battalion,  22d  /irtillory,  in  the  pleiku  area. 

Section  I!  was  attached  to  Battery  A,  with  operational  oontrol  exercised  by 
3rd  Battalion,  506th  Infantry,  in  the  Phan  Thiet  area.  Section  P  was  attached 
to  Battery  B  with  operational  control  of  1st,  3rd  and  4th  Squads  exorcised  by 
4th  Battalion  (AW)(SP),  oOth  Artillery,  in  the  ica  Khe  area  end  dperationai 
controPv  of  the  2d  Squad  exercised  by 3i:. -Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  in  the 
Dak  To  area. 


(5)  Battery  3  (SI/T),  29th  Artillery,  remained  attached  to  I  Field 
.■^nree  Vietnam,  further  attached  to  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  yirtillory  and 
further  attached  to  4th  Battalion  (iiV/)(SP),  60th  Artillery.  The  1st,  2nd, 
and  3-d  Searchlight  Platoons  were  attached  to  Batteries  3,  C,  and  A  reG;)ect- 
ively,  with  opvsrationol  oontrol  exercised  as  follows:  Ist  Platoon  to  4th 
Division  Artillery  located,  in  Dak  To/  Floiku  area;  2hd  Platoon,  minus  fc-ea’ 
Searchlights  to  4th  Battalion  (AW)(Sp),  60th  Artillery  in  the  Bong  Son/Go  Boi 
area.  Pour  searchlights  were  temporarily  attached  to  1st  Cavalry  Division 
(Air  Mobile)  located  in  the  Quang  Tri  area,  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone;  3r<i  Platoon 

(2) 
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to  various  United  States  and  Republic  of  Korea  forces  located  on  the  coastal 
plains  from  the  junction  of  Highways  1  and  6B  (Crossroads)  south  to  Phan  Thiet. 

(6)  In  addition  to  the  TO&E  authorization  of  64  M42A1  (Dusters) 
and  24  M-55  (Quads),  the  Battalion  employed  four  additional  Dusters  and  three 
additional  Quads  by  Battery  E  (MG),  41st  Artillery  personnel.  These  Dusters' 
were  employed  for  defensive  support  by  the  Qui  Nhon  Sub-Area  Command  at 
critical  installations  within  the  immediate  area  surrounding  Qui  Nhon. 

One  Duster  supported  Battery  C,  2d  Battalion,  17th  Artillery,  in  conjunction 
with  one  Quad  at  the  fire  support  base  near  Ky  Son  Mountain.  One  Quad  supported 
6th  Battalion,  84th  Artillery.  The  remaining  Quad  alternated  its  defensive 
missions  between  Camp  Townes  and  Lane  Army  Heliport. 

(7)  Elements  of  the  Battalion  participated  in  the  following  major 
operations;  MACARTHUR,  PATRICK,  WALKER,  BOLLING,  MNG  HO  11  in  the  II  Corps 
Tactical  Zone  and  PEGASUS  in  the  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone. 

b.  Intelligence 

(1)  The  wide,  dispersal  of  the  Battalion's  elements  and  the  TOfieE 
under  which  it  was  organized  precluded  effective  and  efficient  centralized 
intelligence  efforts.  Close  coordination  was  maintained  with  all  supported 
units  to  insure  receipt  of  correct  intelligence  on  the  local  area  of  operations 
and  the  timely  evaluation  of  information  contributing  to  the  intelligence 
collecting  effort. 

(2)  The  intelligence  gathering  function  of  the  Battalion  S-2  was 
concentrated  in  the  Qui  Nhon  area.  Intelligence  information  was  gathered 
by  daily  liaison  visits  to  the  ROK  Capitol  Infantry  Division,  Qui  Nhon  Sub- 
Area  Command,  Special  Forces  Detachment,  B-22  MACV  Sub-Sector  Advisory  Team 
27,  Naval  Intelligence  Officer,  22d  Infantry  Division  (ARVN) ,  504th  Military 
Police  Battalion,  8th  Transportation,  Lane  Army  Air  Field,  Slst  and  54th 
Military  Intelligence  Detachments.  Information  gathered  from  these  sources 
was  forwarded  to  higher  headquarters  in  the  Battalion's  daily  intelligence 
summary.  Intelligence  regarding  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  was  received 

ip  daily  INTSUMS  and  weekly  PERINTREPS,  from  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force 
Vietnam. 


(3)  A  complete  Enemy  Order  of  Battle  was  maintained  and  kept  current 
by  the  S2  officer.  The  order  of  Battle  file  contains  names,  locations  and 
strength  of  every  known  NVA/VC  unit  down  to  company  size  in  the  II  Corps 
Tactical  Zone.  Each  enemy  unit's  AKA  (also  known  as)  designation  and  a 
roster  of  officer  personnel  is  also  maintained. 

(4)  The  Combined  Intelligence  Center  Vietnam  (ClCV)  was  requested 
to  support  the  Battalion  Intelligence  effort  by  provideing  pattern  analysis 
studies  of  enemy  units  and  tactical  scale  studies  of  certain  geographical 
areas  in  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  The  pattern  analysis  study  contains 
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the  history  of  enemy  unit:;.  The  tactical  scale  studies  contain  information 
concerning  geology,  soil  aiiiiysis,  weather  and  vegetation  classification  of 
all  geographicvil  area  ,  Vi.cnain.  Those  studies,  when  received,  will 
provide  invaluable  information  for  consideration  when  employing  the  weapon 
systems  and  searchlights. 

(5)  Batteries  received  intelligence  for  their  particular  area 
of  employment  through  briefings  and  reports  prepared  by  their  supported 
units.  Intelligence  in  the  form  of  Spot  Reports  was  forwarded  by  the 
batteries  to  the  Battalion  S2  for  evaluation  and  inclusion  in  the  Battalion 
INTSUM  as  approprl.ste. 

c.  Operations  and  Training  Activities. 

(1)  Operations 

(a)  All  operational  elements  of  the  4th  Battalion  (.AW)(SP), 

60th  Artillery  and  attached  Battery  E  (KG),  4lst  Artillery,  and  Battery  B 
(Sl.T),  29th  Artillery,  were  engaged  in  tactical  operations  during  each  of  the 
90  days  of  this  reporting  period.  The  fire  units'  primary  employment  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  perimeter  defense  with  supplemental  missions  consisting  of  convoy 
escort;  route,  strongpoint,  work-party  and  bridge  security;  and  search 
destroy  fire  support  and  mine  sweep  team  security  with  maneuver  elements. 
Supporting  fires  were  provided  through  interdiction,  counterfire,  reconnaissance 
by  fire,  confirmed  target  engagement,  and  on-call  fire.  Searchlights  contineud 
to  be  employed  in  support  of  critical  installations  and  position  areas,  per¬ 
forming  missions  in  the  visible  and  infrared  modes  on  a  programmed  and  on-call 
basis.  The  type  and  number  of  supporting  fires  and  searchlight  missions  per- 


formed  during  this  reporting  period  are  as 

DUSTER  (M42A1) 

follows: 

TYPE 

NUMBER 

AMMUNITION  EXPENDED  (40MM) 

Interdiction 

3221 

122,743 

Counterfire 

108 

2,512 

Reconnaissance  by  fire 

1262 

13,  106 

Confirmed 

50 

2,512 

Other  (Training  &  On-Call) 

104 

6,654 

TOTAL  MISSION 

5785 

4 


CONFIDENTIAL 


-  CONFIDENTIAL  - 

AVCK-AP-S?  30  April  1968 
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QUAD  (m-9?; 


AMMUNITION  ISKPKilDBDED  L'iO  C/iL^ 

Intordii'tion 

762 

399; 666 

Ooirntfirfire  •  / 

47- 

14, 100 

.'ionornaissanoQ  by  PJro 

232 

1 

170,375 

Confiitied 

108,579 

Other  (Training  &  On-Call) 

Ji 

12,789 

Total  Missions t 

1084 

SEARCHLIGHT  (AN/MSS-3) 

TiPE 

JHJMBER 

■ 

Visible 

H  &  I 

17,409 

d>n-,C3ll 

2,169 

Tntrarod 

H  I 

10,350 

•>.-C;ill  ■ 

Total  Missions; 

3O,?02 

(t)  As  a  fol].ow-up  of  act R8  reported  ?.ast  quarter,  Auto- 


ne-tio  Weapons  a:id  Searchlj.3ht  enplcyneut  waa  a-'^aln  cxijn.ir«.'jd  tc  deterair.e  if 
tho  c-nplojT«ent  derived  oaxinun  utilization  of  tno  capabilities  oC  the 
vaapoa  syst-ens  and  seerchlightao  With  the  exception  of  a  few  instances,  the 
Automatic  Weapon  and  Searchlight  enployneat  vas  souudi  Eie  prohlcne 
oneouTitered  in  the  enployhent  of  these  elencn'*'3  v;as  due  to  laok  of  know¬ 
ledge  on  the  part  of  supported  unit  connaaders-  After  Battery  or  Bat-taiina 
personnel  explained  the  capabilities  ajid  iioitations  of  the  ’weapon  systome 
and  searchl^hts.,  errors  in  onplo.'.ejeat  wore  corre-cted.  It  was  then  determined 
taab  a  thi?;d  informational  '.lettcri  on  A'W  and  Soarc;hlij7ht  emploiTaent  consid¬ 
erations  oa  distributed  to  supporting  units.  The  intent  of  the  letter  is 
to  continually  improve  AW  and  Searchlight  support.  This  Headquarters  also 
esteblished  a  policy  for  liaison  to '05  cc'jiuoted  with  supported  unit  oorinandors  by 
battery  .oomuanders  or  platoon  leaders  upon  initial  employment  with  a  now  unit. 
It  is  envisioned  that  this  personal  contact  and  the  informational  letter  will 
enhance  the  utilisation  of  Automatic  Weapons  arid  Sear-yihlights , 


—  __ 
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(c)  Automatie;  Weapons  employment  in  the  II  Corps  Tactical 

Zone  demonstrated  a  need  for  flexibility.  During  this  quarter,  artillery  units 
wer,e  continually  moving  which  required  AW  support  for  convoys  and  fire  base 
defense.  Also,  maneuver  elements  conducted  various  operations  of  short 
duration  which  required  Automatic  Weapons  for  search  and  destroy  activities 
and  blocking  fire  support.  In  several  instances,  the  Battalion  was  unable  to 
render  support  as  requested  because  operational  control  of  Dusters  and  Quads 
was  exorcised  by  other  units.  In  order  to  achieve  flexibility  in  Automatic 
Weapons  support,  this  Headquarters  forwarded  an  Automatic  Weapon/Searchlight 
Organization  for  Combat  to  CG,  IFFORCEV-ARTY  which  recommended  that 
operational  control  of  certain  elements  be  exercised  by  4th  Battalion  (AW) 

(SP),  60th  Artillery.  This  recommendation  is  pending  at  this  time.  It  is 
envisioned  that  AW  and  Searchlight  elements  will  continue  to  perform  present 
mission  assignments  in  respective  areas  of  operation.  With  operational  control 
exercised  by  this  battalion,  flexibility  for  contingencies  v/ill  be  gained 
throughout  the  II  Corps  tactical  zone. 

(d)  A  chronological  sequence  of  events  and  actions  occuring 
during  tills  period  is  attached  at  Inclosure  5. 

(e)  Significant  events 

30  January  to  28  March  1968.  Six  Quads,  under  operational  control  of 
4rh  Battalion  (AW)(SP),  60th  Artillery  performed  convoy  escort  for  8th  Trans¬ 
portation  Group  and  other  unit  convoys  on  highway  19  between  An  Khe  and  Pleiku. 
Three  Queds,  (E15,  E17,  E19)  based  at  Camp  Enari,  escorted  convoys  east  to 
An  Khe  each  morning  and  west  to  Pleiku  each  afternoon.  Three  Quads,  (E16, 

E23,  E26),  based  at  Camp  Radcliff,  escorted  convoys  west  to  Pleiku  each  morning 
and  east  to  An  Khe  each  afternoon.  The  Quads  also  provided  camp  security  at 
their  respective  base  camps  each  night.  During  the  59  days  on  escort  duty, 
seven  enemy  ambushes  were  effectively  engaged  by  quick  action  and  devastating 
fire  power  provided  by  the  Quad  crews. ^  The  average  ammunition  expenditure  per 
Quad  per  ambush  was  1431  rouncs.  Five  Quad  crev;  members  were  wounded  in 
action.  Quads  were  credited  with  eleven  enemy  killed  in  action,  by  body  count. 

On  28  March  1968,  the  Quads,  performing  convoy  escort  highway  19,  were  given 
the  mission  to  provide  route  security  on  Highway  19,  by  recommendation  of  the 
traffic  coordinator.  The  recommendation  was  made  to  counter  enemy  staging 
ambushes  on  convoys  in  areas  east  ans  east  of  Man  Giang  pass.  The  three 
Quads,  based  at  Camp  Railcliff,  were  assigned  sectors  of  responsibility  between 
An  Khe  and  Mang  Giang  pass.  The  three  Quads,  based  at  Camp  Enari,  were  assigned 
responsibilities  between  Pleiku  and  Mang  Giang  pass.  Each  Quad  formed  a  security 
team  with  a  tank  or  APC  (armored  personnel  carrier)  and  was  also  assigned  as  a 
reaction  force  in  their  respective  sectors. 


25  March  to  3  April  1968.  In  cooperation  with  1st  Battalion,  50ih 
Infantry  (mechanized),  on  25  March,  Battery  C,  mounted  a  Quad  (Ell)  on  a  Mi '3 
Armored  Personnel  Carrier.  This  experimental  concept  was  devised  to  enable  the 
Quad  to  accompany  the  mechanized  infantry  on  search  and  destroy  operations  within 
the  Cochise  area  of  operations.  Initial  tests  of  the  "Leprechaun,"  as  |it 

4.  See  Incl  4 

5.  See  Incl  6 
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was  nicknaned,  dftnotistrateil  that  tha  11115  .’pr'JSvidipS  an  adequate  pl.atrona  for  the 
Quad  and  that  1  maneuverability  of  the  Mil?  was  not  degraded.  Advantages 
gained  were  Cicbility  for  ■ho  Quad  and  greater  basic  load  anmunitio'a  capacity, 
(30,000  xoundc.  VS  10,000  rounds).  !I!he  Quad,  on  the  i'll??  could  lay  down  fire  to 
^dthin  50  meters  of  tho  front  and  sides  of  the  carrier.  An  additional  man  in 
the  Quad  crew  was  required  to  pass  ammunition  from  inside  the  A?9  t5tar®u^  the 
top  hatch  door  to  the  cannoners.  On  3I  Marc>i  I968  the  "Leprechaun''  supported 
a  search  and  destroy  mission  conducted  by  Ist  3attal5.on,  50th  Infantr;/  (meoh) . 
Contact  was  made  with  an.  enemy  force  cf  unknown  &i‘  a  at  1515  hours  in  the  vie 
of  LS  Uplift,  Ell,  (Leprochaun) ,  engaged  the  enemy  with  maMinum  firepower  with 
unde'':ermined  results.  Two  cannoneers  v;ero  wounded  by  gun  shots  in  the  ankles. 

It  was  then  determined  to  add  a-  two  foot  high  armor  plate  on  each  si^  ©ff  the 
AFC  to  provide  protection  for  the  Cftnnoneera*  On  2  April  1963,  at  1?08  hours, 
'tho  "Leprechaun"  was  accompanying  Coopat:^'  A,  1st  Battalion,  50-th  Lafantr:,; 

(I’lsch)  in  column,  returning  to  IZ  Uplift.  The  Len uachaun  v;as  the  fifth  vehicle 
in  the  columi’..  A  mino  \ve.3  de-sonated  beneath  the  Mil?  which  coajpletely  di$a8il«il 
the  Mil?  amd  Qjoad.  Three  men,  a  Company  A  driver,  in’!  two  "Battery  E,  4l9t 
Artillery,  Quad  oannoneers,  were  Iriilcd  as  a  result  o,f  'bho  mine  detonation. 

Ghe  nine  oonsistod  of  a  shape  charge  weighing  60-100  pounds  which  was  detonated, 
by  a  coiuEw.nd  duvioe.  The  Mil?  and  the  Quad  vrero  not  recoverable  and  vrere 
destroyed  the  next  day  by  SOD  pernomel. 

3__April  1963.  Qpads  E  7  ,  M  8  ,  .E  10,  and  searchlights  43  *^nd  44  were 
lifted  to  LZ  Snapper,  7  kilometers  south  of  t'eo  Khe  Senh  I'erine  Base.  The  ' 
mission  of  tho  Quads  and  searchlights  v;am  porims'lor  defense  of  LZ  Sjvapper, 
whieju  was  ^ot.Ui7.Gd  by  the  1st  Cavalry  Divi;;ion  (Air  Mobile)  during  Operation 
?c.f:.-aau3<.  ’Quads  fired  H  &  I  typo  nisoions. 

28_April  1968.  Quads  E7  and  E8  and  .soarchlioh''.  4^  voxa  airlifted  to 
LZ  Cecille,  in  the  A  Shau  valley,  fco  provide  perimeter  defense  of  fire  support 
bases  utilized  by  2d  Battalion,  19 sh  Art.ille.ty, 

■4_Apr j.l_,19.68. .  Commanding  General,  i.?F0HCEV -artillery  arn.oun.ced  the 
concept  for  c,"ipioying  tho  6th  Bat-'ralioa,  e4th  Artillery  (155  towed),  in  the  II 
Corps  Tactical  Zene  as  a  "Swing  Battalion".  The  .-.ifisior.  of  the  Ba'ctalion  "as  to 
uovo  throughout  the  II  Corps  ttadical  zona  aupportsifig  eiASiehtS  aru, 

reinforcing  Artillery,  when  and  whore  required.  The  .^th  Battalion  (AW^^SP), 

60th  Artillery,  was  directed  to  support  the  Sr-ing  i.attalion  with  auto.aatio 
weapons  and  searchlights  during  it’s  move  and  ope:-:atior;3 .  ;che  cono.ep-S  cf 
the  automatic  weapon  and  searchlight  support  was  recommended  to  IST'ORCIiy- 
Artillery.^  The  Battalion’s  f.lrst  operation,  having  been  in  coun4r.y  weeks, 
was  to  move  from  the  An  Khe  area  to  rhe  vicJ.-nity  c'’  ?hu  Mr  and  estaoli.sh  a  fire 
suppor-b  huso  in  tho  Oochiv.o  AO.  The  4’5h  Battal.-'lon  (AW)(SP),  60th  Arti Her;,-, 
w'as  directed  to  provide  2  Buster  sections,  2  Q’mds  oni  2  searchligh'hs  to  support 
the  Battalion.  Duster  sections  3120  and  3?..40,  Q:ads  E27  and  EI4,  searchlights 
S47  and  S5I  were  drawn-down  from  mission  assigns’.cnts  .-In  the  Cochise  AO  and 
placed  in  support  of  the  Swing  Battalion  by  00,  Axh  Battalion  (AV/)(3?),  60th 
Artillery. 


6,  See  Incl  ^ 
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20  April  1968.  6th  Battalion,  84th  Artillery  was  directed  to  move  to 
a  position  5  kilometers  west  and  10  kilometers  north  of  Qui  Nhon,  establish  a 
fire  support  base  and  reinforce  fires  of  the  Capitol  Division  Artillery  (ROK) 

In  support  of  operation  Maeng  Ho  11.  The  Dusters,  Quads  and  Searchlights 
supporting  the  6th  Battalion,  84th  Artillery  were  to  continue  support  of  the 
Battalion.  The  4th  Battalion  (AW)(SP),  60th  Artillery,  was  directed  to  support 
the  ROK  maneuver  elements  with  six  searchlights.  Five  Searchlights  were  drawn- 
down  from  mission  assignments  in  the  Cochise  AO  and  one  searchlight  was  drawn- 
do\«m  from  its  mission  assignment  in  the  Tuy  Hoa  area  and  assigned  the 
support  mission.^ 

(f)  Operational  control 

The  wide  dispersion  of  the  Battalion's  organic  and  attached  elements 
throughout  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  and  in  the  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone  presented 
problems  in  the  area  of  command  and  control,  troop  welfare  in  regard  to  pay  and 
personal  problems,  supply  of  repair  parts  and  communications.  The  distance  be¬ 
tween  most  Northern  and  most  Southern  fire  units  is  248  air  miles  and  the 
distance  between  the  Eastern  and  Western  fire  units  ia  100  air  miles  in  the  II 
Corps  Zone.  The  distance  from  Base  Camp  to  the  elements  in  Quang  Tri  is  210 
air  miles.  Several  of  the  elements  are  located  at  positions  which  are  not 
accessible  by  road.  The  aircraft  support  provided(one  helicopter,  two  days  per 
week)  was  inadequate  to  accomplish  coordination  visits  wi'-h  supported  units, 
timely  payment  of  troops,  and  transportation  of  repair  parts.  The  Battalion 
continueito  utilize  the  AN/GRC-19  radio  pending  receipt  of  the  AN/GR0-i06 
radio.  Communication  with  subordinate  units  was  marginally  adequate  due  to 
the  distance  involved,  the  inherent  maintenance  problems,  and  limited  capa¬ 
bilities  of  the  AN/GRC-19. 

(2)  Training  Activities. 

(a)  The  training  requirements  fcr  the  Battalion's  personnel  are 
conducted  ac  squad  and  section  level  by  the  i^atteries  because  of  the  wide  dis¬ 
persion  of  tire  units  and  Searchlights.®  Individual  training  records  are 
maintained  at  the  Battery  Headquarters. 

(b)  During  this  reporting  period,  various  training  programs 
for  special  areas  of  interest  were  conducted.  The  Battalion  did  not  conduct 
basic  unit  or  advanced  unit  training  because  of  mission  committments. 

(c)  Replacement  training  for  85  personnel,  received  through  the 
infusion  program,  was  conducted  as  the  personnel  arrived  at  the  Battalion's 
Base  Camp,  The  formal  training  was  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Bat¬ 
talion  S-3  Officer  prior  to  making  replacement  assignments  to  the  batteries. 

A  synopsis  of  the  Replacement  Training  Program  is  at  inclosure  10. 

(d)  Six  men  attended  the  Unit  Armorer's  Training  Course 
conducted  by  Technical  Representatives  of  the  1st  Logistical  Command.  The 
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special  interest  area  of  this  training  course  was  care,  cleaning  and 
caintenance  of  the  M16a1  Rifles 

(e)  Six  officers  (1st  and  2nd  Lieutenants)  attended  a  five- 
day  forward  Observer  Training  Course  conducted  by  2,rl  Rattalicnj  17th  Artillery 
as  directed  by  CG,  IRFORCBV-ARTY.  This  is  a  conr-inuous  training  progran 
for  all  lieutenants  newly  assigned  to  lEPORdF.WiT.T'f  units.  A  trairu.ng  prograa 
is  also  conducted  .and  required  for  all  newly  assigned  Lieutenants,  for  the 
Fire  Direction  Officer.  This  Headquarters  has  requested  relief  from  the  FDO 
training  requirement  due  to  the  nature  of  this  unit's  mission.  The  FO 
training  course  is  considered  beneficial  to  officers  assigned  to  this 
organizatioh. 


(f)  One  officer  attended  the  Civil  Operation  and  Revolution¬ 

ary  Development  Support  (CORDS)  Advisory  Orientation  course  sponsored  by  MOV. 
The  scope  of  the  Course  was  not  applicable’ to  units  C.f  battalion  size  0:0 
SEalle.r.  Most  periods  of  instruction  were  based  on  3>iril5i«n,  Field  Force  and 
Corps  Tactical  Zona  levels  of  operation.  '  ’  ■  ’  ‘ 

(g)  A  six  day  training  program  was  conducted  by  the  Batvalion 
S-4  for  pt^oEos  of  training  battery  porscanol  in  PLL  -procedures.  A 
synopsis  of  the  training  program  is  at  iuclficv.’.*6  il» 

d.  Logistics. 

(I'l  Fupport:  No  change  oco.u'rcd  in  the  storttrs  of  logistical 
support  for  t-he  battalion  during  the  reporldng  period.  Logistical  suppoct 
of  all  cJ.asse.s  of  supply  was  maintained  for  orga:ii«  and  attached  ur.i’ts 
loc.?.tod  at  Camp  Tovrnes.  Queirters  and  Classes  I,  III,  and  V  supplies,  as  a  "■ 
minimum,  are  the  responsibility  of  major  subordinate  commands  in.  whose  area 
the  elements,  of  this  Battalion  are  deployed.  T0&3  and  TA  50-901  items  are  pro- 
,yided  to  all  battalion  personnel  by  the  S-4»  Supplies  not  available  through  the 
major  s'lbcrdinate  commands  are  also  supplied  by  battalicn's  i:-4,  i^i  order 
to  incure  that  a  oenbat  ready  posture  is  maintained  by  all  eleuenta, 

(a)  Support  was  rendered  by  the  agencies  listed  at  inolosure  12. 

(b)  Support  rendered  in  Glams  X,  IXI,  and  V  supply  categories 
was  considered  adequate  during  this  reporting  perciod. 

(c)  Support  rendered  in  Cl.oss  II  and  IV  supply  categories  was 
considered  inadequate  during  this  report.ing  period.  The  66!‘-h  Field  Depo!;, 

Qui  Nhon,  provided  non- expendable  and  expeadablc  supoly  sup.j>art.  TJie  cw^fendable 
supply  support  was  unsatisfactory.  For  the  perieil,  .1  v^ebruaT5F.i'36S  ■thr®Bgh 
30  April  1968,  224  requisitions  were  Bubnitted  and  on?i^,''  59  wsf®'  filled.  The 
support  provided  ,by  the  Maintenance  Support  Conpanj",  5'>^  Maintenance  Battalion, 
for  repair  parts  was  unsatisfactory. '  For  tlie  period-,  1  Febr!;a.ry  through  5p 
April  196s,  1500  requisitions  were  submitted  and  only  2.77  '■>'0®®  fill'odi  "Red 
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Ball"  requisitions  vrero  narginaliy  oatisfactorjo  Cut -of  ■’isy  of  the 
"Red  Ball"  requisitions,  101  Wisre  filled. 


-  *■  (d)  During  this  reporting  period,  a  study9was  node  to 

detemine  whether  the  PLL  should  oontinuo  to  oc  uatntiinod  at  Battalion 
level  or  be  relocated  at  each  of  the  Autonjatic  Weapons  Batteries,  Battery  E 
(KO),  41st  Artille.rs''  waa  not  considered  for  er-tablishroig  a  PLL  because  its 
elenents  are  attached  to  the  Automatic  Weapon.^  Batteries,  Battery  3  (S.Ll), 
29th  Artillery  was  aomisMerssi.  fen:  estta&iistoenJt  of  a  EMi-  As  a  result  of  the 
study,  it  was  detomined  that  the  PLL  would  be  relocated  at'  Battery  level. 

(2)  Maintenance, 

(a)  Kaintence  concepts  in  RW  differ  significantly 
from  normal,  r'^tperience  during  the  last  quarter  indicated  that  a  shortage 
of  repair  parts  exists  and  support  units  do  not  reabt  ih  a  minimum  amount 
of  tbinie  to  effect  repairs,  ConfcsquctidLy,  bfttfalieft  fltnJ  fftai'tifcifi- 

sne-©  sacMons  often,  perfonned  seia^efi  and  repairs  allecaeed  to  depot 
nraintLenaucc, 


(b)  Selective  or  controlled  cann.ibnlisaticji  was 
frequently  utilized  for  .'replacomQnfc  o.f  arra^toont  and.  automotive  parts 
6ft  the  M42A1,  ie:  top  and  bottom  covers,  right;  and  left  extractors,  batch 
cafcches,  magnetos,  and  mufflers.  This  was  due,  in  part,  60  the  apparent 
§Ml?tB§§  of  these  repair  parts  and  incorrect  data  previously  recorded  in 

tbd  F£l/<  The  controlled  cannibalization  has  caused,  and  will  continue  to  cause, 
iti  bUir'ttihf  ift  losses  to  classification  and  salvage  points, 

(c)  Coordination  was  effected,  through  the  Director 

6f  Haindenance,  Qui  Nhon,  with  the  86th  Maintenance  Battalion  to  rebuild 
fl42A.l  engines.  Twenty-one  engines  for  rebuilding  are  on  hand  in  the  526th 
salvage  yard, 

(d)  Maintenance  activities  during  this  report: 
period  included  the  .following;  technical  inspection  of  all  weaponai 
weapons  carriers,  and  wheeled  vehicles  by  Battalion  and  Battery 
Eaiclfccnance  personnel;  replacement  of  26  M42A1  engines  and  5  M42A1 
tbramsmissions  due  to  unsecvicability. 

(3)  Supply.  Ma^ior  items  of  equipment  tiurned  in,  received, 

and  due  out  during  the  period,  1  Fob  1968  to  yO  April  3.963,  arc  listed  at 
i:iclcsure  14* 

(4)  Ammunition*  The  following  number  of  rounds  were 

fired  by  68  Dusters  (M42A1)  and  27  vQuads  (M-55)  employed  by  this  Battalion 
during  this  reporting  period; 
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TYPE  AMMUNITION 


TOTAL  ROUNDS 


4OMM  192,064 

Caliber  .50  705,51? 

(5)  Base  Camp  Development. 

(a)  This  headquarters  was  informed  at  the  beginning 
of  this  reporting  period  that  the  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Battery, 

Headquarters  Sections  of  Battery  B,  41st  Artillery  and  Battery  B,  29th 
Artillery,  would  move  to  Camp  Radcliff,  An  Khe.  On  or  about  20 
February  1968,  this  Headquarters  was  informed  to  be  ready  to  move 
t(f  Camp  UaoSliff  and  be  operational  at  that  location  within  40  hours 
after  receipt  of  tho  movement  order.  A  reconnaissance  was  conducted  and  an 
area  at  Camp  Radcliff  was  located,  A  forward  element  was  dispatched  to  tba 

I  new  position  to  prepare  the  existing  buildings  for  occupancy  and  coordinate 
^  er^ineer  assistance  for  wiring  buildings,  reconstruction  and  road  work. 

(b)  As  a  result  of  the  pending  move,  no  major  improve- 
nenta  were  initiated  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  reporting  period. 

Only  maintenance  of  existing  facilities  was  scheduled  and  accomplished  to 
include  painting  of  several  buildings,  construction  of  a  sump  system  for. 
tho  Mess  Hall,  remodeling  of  offices,  and  construcrion  of  several  fighting 
b';.ikera  in  the  Headquarters  Battery  sector  of  recponuibility. 

V 

(c)  As  of  1  April  1968,  it  appeared  that  the  ia0L''e  of  the 
base  camp  would  bo  pending  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  Therefore^ 
the  following  improvements  were  accomplished  daring  tho  month  of  April: 

1.  Establishment  of  a  water  supply  point  within  the 
confines  of  Camp.  Townes,  at  one  of  the  three  existing  wells,  Hi  coordinatian 
with  area  engineers,  (Pacific  Architectural  and  Engineering  Company),  a  pump 
has  been  installed  aaid  the  capacity  of  the  well  is  being  evaluated  at  this  time. 

2.  Construction  of  a  small  arms  range  (15O'  long  and  JO' 
wide)  to  be  utilized  for  zero  and  familiarization  firing, 

3.  Remodeling  of  the  Post  Exchange  building  which 
increased  the  usable  floor  space  by  90O  square  feet;  remodeling  of  anotjter  "building 
of  400  square  feet  to  be  utilized  as  a  PX  annex. 

'*’"*“*’  4.  To  improve  the' compound’s  defensive  posture,  five 

fighting  bunkers,  were  rebuilt  and  a  supplementary  barbed  wire  fence  barrier 
>  was  erected  between  guard  towers  5  and  6,  Using  a  bulldozer,  depressions 
wore  filled,  hedgerows  were  removed  and  fields  of  fixe  cleared  outside  of 
■  the  perimeter  to  50  meters  beyond  the  perimeter  fence.  Additional  real 

estate  was  acquired  on  the  north  side  of  t  he  compound  for  purpose  of  extending 
the  perimeter  in  this  area. 

(11) 
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0.  ‘  Civil  t.*-  past  quarter,  thib- .Battali'-'n  renewed -the  • 

Ibriendship  I'rogram  which  had  dinijiiohed  condiderably  during  the  'i'BT  and 
po'Jt-TET  periods  of  January  and  February.  Although  enony  activity  greatly 
hindered  the  Civic  Action  projectn  in  the  Tuy  phuoc  Pistoict,  the  najority 
of  the  people  and  GVN  officials  remained  highly  receptive  to  our  aid.  She 
MiiCV  Advisory  lean,  in  this  district,  has  boon  enthusiastic  about  the  Civic 
Action  progran,  and  was  very  cooperative  in  providing  ideas, 

(1)  The  Battalion  Medical  Section  treated  106  general  nedical 
patients  at  Canp  Townes,  and  conducted  MEDGAPS  at  the  Toy  Phuoc  Sub-sector 
Headquarters.  Energency  service  for  38  accident  victims  was  provided  at  the 
Battalion  Dispensary.  The  Battalion  Surgeon  presently  visits  the  Medical 
Clinic  in  Tuy  Phuoc  on  a  regular  schedule. 

(2)  The  TET  and  post-TET  offensive  conducted  by  VC/HVA  units 
throughout  Tuy  Phuoc  Sub  Sector  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  nany 
dvcllinga.  The  displaced  and  homeless  families  had  a  great  and  ianediat© 
nooi  for  materials  and  tools  to  reconstruct  the  homes  destroyed  by  the  enejqy, 
Hfr.oe,  the  most  significant  Civic  Action  project  conducted  by  this  organization 
during  the  quarter  was  furnishing  building  materials  and  tools  to  needy  faiiili-es 
in  the  Sub-Sector.  Contributions  consisted  of:  2760  hd-ft  lumber,  21  bags  of  ' 
fertilizer,  1  saw,  and  1  "T"  square.  Battalion  porconncl  spent  a  total  of 

52  man  days  in  Civic  Action  projects. 


(3^  During  this  quarter,  coonoditios  and  sundry  itens  were  dis¬ 
tributed  among  RE/PE  families  and  to  the  MaCV  Tuy  Phuoo  Sub  Sector  Advisory 
Team  for  further  distribution.  These  items  consisted  of  used  children’s 
clothing,  enndy  and  chewing  gun.  During  the  month  of  j^pril,  the. 

Battalion  Chaplain  visited  the  Qui  Nhon  Support  Command  Elementary  School,  a 
now  project  now  underway.  The  purpose  of  the  visit  was  to  establish  liaison  with 
the  school  principle  to  determine  how  the  Battalion  could  assist  then. 

Plans  and  projects  to  aid  the  elementary  school  are  pending.  In  addition, 
battalion  personnel  voluntarily  contributed  0520. 47  to  tie  TET  Aggresion 
Relief  Program, 

f»  Personnel 

(1)  The  4th  Battalion  (aW)(SP),  60th  Artillery,  Battery  B  (MG), 

4l6t  Artillery  and  Battery  B  (SLT),  29th  Artillery  authorized  and  assigned 
strengths  as  of  30  April  were  as  follows: 


(12) 
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AUTIICRI2JD 

ASSIGN!?!) 

_vq_ 

AGG 

OF^ 

__W0_ 

Eli 

JGO 

4th  Bn, 

60th  Arty 

37 

5 

6?0 

698 

34 

5 

725 

762 

Btry  B, 

41st  Arty 

2 

0 

115 

117 

1 

0 

120 

121 

Btry  B, 

29th  jVrty 

7 

0 

144 

151 

4 

0 

140 

144 

TOTALS 

46 

3 

917 

lii 

IT 

3 

985 

1027 

(2)  Gains 

and 

losses: 

GATOS 

jtoSSE 

OFF 

WO 

Bi 

AGG 

-I'Q, 

-51- 

AGG 

4th  Bn, 

60th  Arty 

32 

3 

201 

236 

57 

3 

249 

289 

Btry  E, 

41st  Arty 

2 

0 

20 

22 

2 

0 

36 

38 

Btry  B, 

29th  Arty 

7 

0 

34 

41 

3 

0 

42 

45 

TOTALS 

41 

3 

253 

299 

42 

5 

327 

372 

(3)  This  battalion  was  overstrength  69  enlisted  nen  ss  of  the  last 
day  of  the  reporting?  period.  Fov/evor,  these  indivv'h’alo  ore  rsplacoaents  for 
102  enlisted  noii  that  rotots  doriug  rhe  month  of  Vivj  1953, 

(4)  As  of  JOApril,  this  ba.ttnlion  was  short  1  Kajor,  3  Captains, 
and  3  Lieutonants , 

(5)  During  the  period  1  February  1968  through  50  April  1968,  the  bat¬ 
talion  Personnel  Section  out-prooessed  56O  men  retujriing  to  CCIRJS  and  in- 
processed  275  replacements. 

(a)  Of  the  22  officers  received  during  the  reporting  period, 

9  or  40.9?»  were  not  trained  in  automatic  weapons  arid  bo.d  no  ^irior  experience 
in  automatic  woapors. 

(b)  Of  the  154  enlisted  men  received  as  replacements  for  MOS 
I3F  during  the  reporting  period,  19  or  12^  were  not  traii'ied  and  had  no  prior 
experience  in  automat io  weapons, 

(6)  4  shortage  of  30  NCO'a  in  grade  S6  and  46  NC0‘s  in  grade  E5 

(1?) 
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SraJECZ?;  Opora+-iopal  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Endin';  JO  April  I968 


qualified  by  training  or  experience  in  automatic  weapons,  presently  ■ 
exists  in  this  battalion.  During  the  recent  tumevor  of  personnel,,' 
qualified  KCO's  rotated  and  lo’-'or  grade  personnel  wore  assigned' as 
replacements.  Also,  5"i  non  with  a  primary  KOS  other  thari  l;!''  are  filling; 
supervisory  positions.  Tho  following  actions  haTO  boon  initiated  by  the 
Battalion  to  counteract  these  deficiencies: 


1.  Conduct  a  training  program  including  formal  and  OJT 

type  training. 

2.  Submission  of  a  list  of  unauthorized  MOS,  now  assigned 

to  the  Battalion,  as  an  effort  to  exchange  these  personnel  for  those  qualified 
in  MOS  IJP. 

3«  Requisition  of  appropriate  MOS. 

4.  Reclassification  of  those  personnel  readily  grasping 
MOS  Ijp  concepts  aa  a  result  of  training. 

(7)  The  following  awards  and  decorations  were  presented  during  the 


reporting  period: 

AWAPl)  ,  HUMB.ER 

I 

Legion  of  Merit  1 

Silver  Star  1 

Bronze  Stax  w/V  2 

Bronze  Star  24 

Air  Medal  1 

Amy  Commendation  Medal  w/V  1 

A.rmy  Connendation  Modal  -  26 

Purple  Heart  56 

IPPT  Certificate  of  Achievement  6 

W 


(14) 
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» 


(8)  The  following  is  a  listing  of  judinial  and  non-judicial 
actioso  taicen  during  fie  reporting  period: 


^lON 

KBMBra  . 

ARTICLE  15 

25 

SGM 

6 

SPCM 

1 

GCM 

0 

TOTAL 

32 

(9)  Casualities  during  the  reporting  period  are  as  follows:  . 

,TypE 

■  iroiffiffi 

Killed  in  Aotion 

■  3 

Died  of  Battle  Wounds 

0 

Wounded  in  Action 

.  36 

Missing  in  Action 

0 

Non-Battle 

0 

(10)  Rest  and  Recuperation:  Quotas  were  not  all  utilized  because 
of  pereoni-vel  rotation  during  this  reporting  period. 

(a)  Out  of  Country: 

■ 

IiOOATl’ON 

FEB  MAR  APR  ' 

HAVAMI 

3  7  12 

1 

I 

136 

IV1.TTTLA 

TOKS'O 

BANGKOK 

SiNGAPORB 


0 

0 

5 

1 

(15) 


0  1 

0  6 

6  9 

0  3 
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m  apr 


TAIPEI 

ADSTR/iLIA 

TOT/iLS 


0  5  9 

5  7  8 

15  26  55 


(b)  In-Country  Rest  and  Recuperation  (Vung-Tau) 


LOCATION  m  m  /iPR 

VDNG-TAO  224 

(11)  The  Dorale  of  the  Battalion's  and  attached  batteries'  personnel 

continued  to  be  excellent.  ‘  ■ 

(12)  Religious  Activities:  • 


(a)  A  Protestant  worship  service  was  conducted  weekly  at 
the  Gamp  Townes  Memorial  Chapel  by  the  Battalion  ClM'.plata.'  The  average 
attendance  at  these  services  was  thirty.  Protestant  services  were  also 
conducted  by  the  Chaplain  a.t  various  element  positions  throughout  the 
II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  and.  in  tho  I  Coi^ja  Taetioal  Zone,  ^ho  av.erage  attend¬ 
ance  at  these  servicos  vas  twelve.  ■ 


(b)  Two  Memorial  Services  were  conducted  for  -ihe  following 
named  personnel  who  were  killed  aa  a  result  of  hostile  action  A;hilo 
in  the  service  of  their  country: 


NAME 

ASN 

mT 

2S*i 

WOODL/iHD,  Thomas  S, 

GS51668558 

Btry  E,  41st  Arty 

2  Ai3r  68 

SANCHEZ,  Thomas  S. 

nS54720626 

Btry  E,  41st  Arty 

2  Apfc  68 

NICHOL/iISEN,  James  E. 

RAI5668558 

Btry  E,  41st  Arty 

15  Apr  68 

(0)  The  4th  Battalion  (AW)(SP)  60th  Artillery  Memorial  Plaqucj 
honoring  those  men  who  have  lost  their  lives  in  tho  service  of  their  country» 
was  dedicated  at  services  conducted  on  iO  March  1963 .  ? 

(d)  Activities  added  to  tne  Battalion's  religious  program 

included  a  Chapel  choir  and  a  weekly  Bible  study  period.  > 

(e)  Coordination  with  4l3t  Artillery  Group  Chaplain  was  made 
for  tho  conduoting  of  Catholic  Mass  at  Gamp  Tovaes  each  week*  ' 

(W) 
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SiJBJP’CS:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Flndin/^  JO  April  j.968 

(I5)  Kodicalt 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  Battalion  Surgeon 
nade  the  following  visits  to  the  field  and  acininistered  the  ipnooulationa 
as  shown  below;  •  • 

NUMDSR 

DATES  OF  VISITS  LOOATIOIT  IRNOCUI>ATrO?TS  GIVM 


9  Mar  68 

LSI  Beach,  Phu  Tai, 

Go  Boi 

52 

15  Mar  68 

Phu  Hiep,  Dong  Tre 

45 

Bong  Song,  LZ  Uplift, 

AiCbJ.  vO 

.  .. 

■ 

LZ  English,  LZ  Laranie, 

LZ  Geroniao,’  L7  Lo  Boi  44 

22  Mar  66 

Camp  Enari,  LZ  Oasis, 
Roolc  Qxarry 

44 

• 

Artillery  Hill 

7 

25  Iter  68 

Canp  Enari,  PI  Lei  Kleng  24 

27-28  Mar  68 

Phan  Thiet,  LZ  Judy, 

LZ 

Be^-ty,  LZ  Bartlett 

58 

1  Apr  68 

LZ  Laranio,  LZ  Pony 
LZ  Salea 

1 

54  ■ 

11  Apr  63 

Canp  Radoliff 

J.0 

19  Apr  6fl 

Canp  Enaxi 

58  • 

25  Apr  68 

Camp  Radcliff 

40 

(b)  Base  Canp  Operations  Indudodj 

lEB* 

MAR 

APR  AGGRBGjTTE  total 

Out  Patients  Vi8i^lt» 

116 

M5 

595 

852 

Quartered  Patients, 

2 

10 

J.*. 

20 

Hospital  AdnissiOhiT 

r 

7 

20 

52 

Tmupizations 

151 

368 

575 

872 

Inspections 

18 

12 

14 

14 

*^ho  Aid  Station  was  without  a  Surgeon  fron  8  February  to  5  March  1968. 

(17) 
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SUILJilC'i!;  Onprational  Repoi't  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  50  April  1968 

(c)  Other  Pitiorts  Seen: 

'.''ietiiaoiese  15  34  63 

Korean  2  2 

(d)  Health  ajid  Disease  Disorders; 

1.  Five  laen  out  of  en  average  strength  of  1113 
contracted  malaria  during  the  reporting  period. 

2,  Fifteen  man  days. were  lost  as  a  result  of  foot’ 
disorders  caused  by  improper  foot  and  boot  care ,  Twelve  men  suffered 
hearing  degradation  as  a  result  of  not  wearing  eco:  plugs  vdiile  working 
around  generators,  serving  on  crew  served  Tfeapons,  and  firing  small  aipa. 
'Zlie  latter  ttss  the  cause  of  the  majority  of  the  cases. 


(18) 
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<C)  SacTO.  S.-LESOlB-XEAliNEPi..  CCTMijlra'Q-CIBSlikYaTTOilS,  F.TaT, HATTON. 

;jn)  iscoi-E^m./f.roiTs.riiT 


a.  P3HS0ESL.  None 

b.  OPBR.-.yiONS. 

( 1 )  COUIviVJHFIKD  BY  AIEOILJIC  VSijPO^iS 

(a)  ObGorvation.  Automatic  vfoapono  parfoming  porijiicter 
dofensc  duties  should  have  tiio  capability  of  iranodiato  counterfire  in 
event  of  mortar/rockot  attacks- on  the. position. 

(b)  Ev-aluation.  Artillery  units  supported  by  automatic 
weapons  adhere  to  the’  SOP  that  automatic  weapons  vrill  not  return  fire 
unless  clcoranco  is  obtained  from  the  battery  PDC.  Automatic  weapons 
havo  the  capability  to  bring  fire  on  mortar/ rocket  positions  wiiSi  pin¬ 
point  accuracy.  During  the  time  spent  obtaining  clearance  to  firo  in 
event  of  nortar/rockot  attack,  the  position  is  subjected  to  damage  to 
equipment  and  injury  to  personnel  by  incoming  mortax/rocket  rounds. 
Countorfire  by  automatic  weapons  uGiially  stop  nortar/rockot  attacks. 

(c)  Reconmondation.  That  artillery  and  other  units 
supported  by  automatic  weapons  enable  iiimediate  counterfire  by 
automatic  v/capons  when  under  nortar/rockot  attack  vathout  having  to 
obtain  clearance. 

( 2 )  LliianTS  RSACglOH  DRILLS  Ff  ADTOM’JIC  VB/JOHS  CrXtfS 

(a)  Observation.  Automatic  weapons  crows  should  estab¬ 
lish  and  practice  immodiato  reaction  drills  to  bring  firo  on  the  enemy 
in  ovont  of  ambush  or  other  hostilo  action  as  an  automatic  response. 

(b)  Evaluation.  A  rocent  incident  demonstrated  the  fact 
that  automatic  weapons  crews  tra.inod  for  iinicdiato  reaction  to  hostile 
actions  precluded  disaster  when  one  of  tv/o  Dusters  on  convoy  escort 
hit  a  mine.  In  spite  of  dense  smoko,  dust  and  appciront  confusion 
rosxilting  from  tho  mining  incident,  both  Dusters  woro  able  to  countor- 
firo  tlio  hostile  small  arms  after  tho  mino  detonation  and  break  a  well 
planned  ambush. 


(c)  ilocommondation.  That  imediatc  reaction  drills  be 
emphasised  in  training  by  automatic  weapons  ovcms  in  Advanced  Individual 
Training  and  Basic  Unit  Training. 

(3)  H-IirnL  LIAISOK  WITH  SUPPORTED  giTITS 

(a)  Observation,  Automatic  weapons  pcrsonnol  must  condv.ct 
a  thoroLT^  liaison  visit  with  comraandors  of  supported  units  immodiatoly 
upon  occupation  of  tho  position. 


(b)  Evaluation.  Recent  exoGrienco  has  demonstrated  •tha.t 
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all  supported  units  are  not  aware  of  the  capibilities  and  limitations 
of  auto)aatic  weapons.  Tiiis  has  resulted  in  improper  employment  and 
failure  to  render  losictioal  support,  ConsecLuently,  firepower 
capabilities  aro  not  utilised  to  the  maximum  extent  and  automatic 
weapons  aro  unable  to  participa,te  in  sustained  operations  due  to  lack 
of  resupply. 


(c)  Eocommendations,  That  automatic  weapons  battery 
conmandors/platoon  leaders/section  leaders  conduct  initial  liaison 
visits  v;ith  supported  unit  comnanders  to  fully  explain  the  capabilities 
and  limitations  of  automatic  weapons,  recommend  eraployment  for  best 
possible  defense  posture  and  inform  supported  comnanders  of  the  support 
which  must  be  rendered  to  automatic  weapons  elements.  This  headquarters 
prepared  an  automatic  v;eapon/searchli^t  employment  information  letter 
aiid  distributed  it  to  supported  comnanders  during  a  previous  reporting 
period.  This  letter  has  boon  revised  and  will  be  distributed  agaiii, 

A  copy  of  this  letter  is  attached  as  Inclosure  3‘ 

(4)  EESPjjJblTION  AID  USE  0?  RAItdE  CARDS 


(a)  Observation,  It  is  imperative  that  automatic  woapono 
cruwi  propcii’jfi!  range  cords  aiii  annotate  them  with  standard  infonaatioa 
ajid  informtion  pertaining  to  no-firo  zones. 

(b)  Evaluation,  On  several  occasions,  automatic  weapons 
were  not  able  to  identify  no-fire  zones  when  required  to  counterfire 
suspected  or  actual  enemy  mortar/rodeet  positions.  This  resulted  in 
ti!;ie  wasted  while  the  squad  loadera  requested  this  information  from 
the  supported  'units, 

(c)  Eecommondation.  That  automatic  weapons  crows 
id(3ntify  no-fire  zones,  uao  fire  direction  equipment  associated  with 
Duj'.ter  or  tiuad  and  dotorraine  azimuths  end  elevations  of  no-fire  zones ; 
that  this  information  be  aniiotated  on  respective  range  cards;  thr^t 
range  card  preparation  training  be  conducted  in  Advance  Individual 
Training  o:id  Basic  Unit  Training.  This  headquarters  has  prepared  and 
distributed  rajige  card  samples  to  all  automatic  v/eapons  units  for 
guidance.  Tho  sample  range  cord  is  cttadied  as  IndLosure  15» 

(5)  MHPIG  INCIDEtiTS 

'  (a)  Observation.  Numeroxis  mining  incidonts  in  the 

Kon-fcum-Poloi  Klang  area  demonstrate  that  tho  Viet  Cong  are  crafty 
adversaries,  tiines  have  boon  placed  on  road  shoulders,  road  centers 
and  intersoctiono.  Plastic  mino  devices  are  also  utilized. 

\ 

(b)  Evaluation.  Due  to  use  of  plastic  mine  devices, 
engineer  mine  s-weops  are  not  inoxirance  that  a  road  is  free  of  mines. 
The  enemy's  placement  of  mines  does  not  always  follow  a  set  pattern. 
Plastic  typo  mines  and  irregular,  placement  causes  difficulty  in 
discovering  mines. 

(20)  . . 
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(c)  Recoiicicndation,  Ihat  personnel  roftain  from 
using  unswept  roads .  Tliat  personnel  using  swept  roads  are  contin¬ 
ually  alert  for  enj"-  diggi;.if;  or  tampering  vdtJi  road  surfaces  or 
shoulders,  unusual  mu.'kings,  rode  pattomo,  or  arrangoments  of 
peculiar  vegetation  near  the  road  indicating  possihlo  markings  for 
mines  as  a  warning  for  onomy  forces. 

(6)  'JRT.ILERS  FOR  BUSIffiRS 

(a)  Observation.  Mstors  do  not  afford  sufficient 
space  for  carrying  personal  gear  or  protective  materials  from  a 
ol’Osed  base  position  to  a  new  position. 

(b)  Evaluation.  Duster  crews  supporting  artillery 
units,  which  continually  move  from  one  base  position  to  another 
during  oxtondod  periods,  arc  hantperod  by  tho  lack  of  available  space 
for  carrying  equipment  and  materials  required  for  personal  welfare 
and  protootion.  A  trailer  authorized  for  oaoh  Duster  w6uld..allov- 
iato  this  problem. 

(c)  Recommendation.  Tliat  each  Duster  bo  authorized 
a  Is  Ton  /immunition  Trailer,  1-I352  for  purpose  of  carrying  personal 
welfare  and  protective  material.  5hG  trailer,  M552,  affords  add¬ 
itional  carrying  space,  low'  silhouette,  and  traclcability  whon  towod 
by  a  Duster.  Eiis  headquarters  has  published  and  distributed  a 
loading  plan  iJidioating  ’/iiat  and  wtero  equipment  is  to  be  ca^:ricd 
on  tho  iOunter,  'iSiis  plan  vrill  support  tho  Duster  crow  for  a  period 
of  foLvr  days,  'iho  trailer,  required  for  longer  periods,  has-  boon 
requisitioned.  Tiiis  plan  is  attached  at  Inolosuro  16,. 

(7)  nTCRS/iSED  MODILITY  FOR  QR^DS 

(a)  Observation.  Prec’.nnt  2'^  Ton  rruck  prime  mover 
for  the  Quad  limits  tJio  mobility  of  Q?aai?.s  to  cstablj.shed  road  net¬ 
works  and  hard  surfaced  areas. 

(b)  EvalTiation.  In  the  present  configuration,  Quads 
rao\aited  on  2-^  Ton  Trucks  cannot  cffectivol-y  snpport  maneuver  ele¬ 
ments  on  search  aiid  destroy  missions  or  range  \ath  self  propelled 
artillery  units  wiion  operating  off  established  road  networks  and 
hard  surfaced  a.rcas.  Mounting  the  Q;)iad  on  a  full  trackodj  self 
propelled  vehicle  will  enable  the  Quad  to  range  v/itli  maneuver  and 
self  propelled  clomentc. 

(c)  Rcoommondations.  Tliat  a  full  tracked,  self 
propelled  vehicle  bo  ovn,luatcd  as  the  prime  mover  for  tho  Quad.  ■ 

Tliis  headquarters  has  requested  tcraporory  loon- of  three  Cargo 
Carriers,  Solf  Propelled,  1^540  for  tost  and  evaluation.  This  request 
has  boon  approved  by  I  Field  Force  Victncaa  Artillery  and  I  Field 
Force  Vietnam  and  fonra.rdod  to  IB/JIV. 

'  CONFIDENTIAL 

(21)  ' 


0.  anyvnmiG 


CONFIDENTIAL 


f  « 


I  I 


(1)  TPcIIIimG  COTIDIJCTI!!!)  AT  TOTI'J  IMSL 

(a)  ObsoCTatr-on ,  Bccauoo  oC  the  T.dde  dispersion  of 
battery  clciaonts,  only  on-tno-oob  trainiog  can  bo  effectively  con- 
dvetod  at  the  battery  level, 

(b)  Evaluation,  llandatory  training  required  for  all 
persoimol  include  9  sab jeets  annually,  2  ‘subjects  monthly  and  1  subject 
Tjookly  for  a  total  oi'  3-j  hours  nor  month,  (See  inclosure  9)  Batteries 
are  not  able  to  effectively  conduct  the  formal  training  required 
because  of  mission  corrmittments  and  wide  dispersion  of  elements. 
Battalion  level  training  could  bo  conducted  for  the  rnnua.l  subjects 
dviring  replacement  in-processing  and  training.  Hie  montlily  and 
vfcekly  subjects  could  bo  conducted  by  using  handouts ,  Records  of 
training  could  bo  maintained  by  the  respective  battor;-.os. 

(c)  Recommendation.  That  organizations  with  similiar 
employment  conduct  training  as  outlined  in  the  above  evaluation.  This 
headquarters  is  presently  revising  its  training  prograxi  along  this 
concept . 


'nigET-LIGEKCE;  ?^ovo 

(1 )  SUPPORT  OF  AUTOI-LITIC  in‘.rO!r/SE.bRCIg.XGiIT  BI.I3-S!!i-]T5 

(a)  Observation,  As  currently  crai>loyed,  automatic 
weapons/soarchligiit  olononts  are  not  capable  of  supporting  thomsolvos 
nor  do  parent  vinits  havo  th.c  capability  to  provide  required  logisti¬ 
cal  support , 


(b)  Evaluation.  In  some  instances,  required  supplies 
of  Clo,ss  I,  III,  and  V  items  were  not  received  by  automatic  \Toapon/ 
searchlight  elements  because  the  supported  unit  did  not  assume  this 
rsrpone-ibilicy  and  the  parent  unit  was  not  capable  e£  sffesti’ag  re¬ 
supply.  Parent  tmits  of  automatic  weapon/searchlight  elements  do 
not  have  the  continuous  supply  trains  that  ar*^  available  to  the 
supported  units.  Supported  units  should  be  required  to  render  svqjport 
and  provide  Class  I,  III  and  Y  supplies  to  automatic  weapon/search- 
elements, 

■  (c)  Recommendations,  ffiiat  units  supported  by  auto¬ 
matic  woapon/ooarchligit  clomonts  bo  rcqvTircd  to  supply  Class  I,  III, 
and  V  items  to  tJiCoO  elements,  Biis  headquarters  is  resolving  this 
problem  by  liaison  visits  uj.ili  supported  units. 

(2)  lOOATIOH  OF  PlL  EimCTIOMS 

(a)  Observation,  PLL  functions  located  at  battalion 
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lovol  do  not  provide  adequate  irosponao.  time  nor  sufficient  stockago" 

of  certain  critical  itema.  '  ■ 

•» 

("b)  Evaluation.  Excoseivo  cquipnont  down  timo  was 
oxporioncod  due  to  -transportation  of  required  repair  ports  from  tlio 
consolidated  PLL  at  iDat-balion  lovol  to  the  using  unit  because  of  tho  L 
wide  disporsinn  of  olcmonts  throu^^out  tho  II  and  I  Corps  Tactical  Zones. 
Certain  critical  itons  wore  not  on  hand  when  required  bocaviso  of 
authorized  stockago  for  consolidated  PLL, 

■  (o)  Recommendation.  That  PLLs  bo  maintained  at  tho 

battory  lovol.  Correct  ivo  action  taken  in  view  of  tho  rocommondation 
-was  training  of  batters'-  personnel  os  PLL  clerks  and  transferring  PLL 
to  tho  battory.ilovol,  Tho  estimated  date  for  50^  of  battery  PLLs 
is  1  Juno  1968, 

(3)  EXCISSIVE  SSABLIME  TEE  '  ^ 

(a)  Observation.  Equipment  was  do$.dllncd  for  oxoossivo 
timo  duo  to  iiisufficiont  resupply  of  repair  parts. 

(b)  E'/aluation. 

1^,  Bio  doluy  expcrioncod  in  rotuming  deadlinod 
equipment  to  operational  status  was  duo  to  inadequate  supply  of  repair 
parts  caused  by  tho  follovringv 

a,  Incorroot  demand  data  recorded  in  PLL  . 

■  bocauno  controlled  and  uncontrolled  cannibalization  was  tho  major  source 
of  repair  parts.  This  resulted  in  FLL  having  a  maximum  zero  balanco  -'of 

.  35?S. 

1).  Look  of  sense  of  urgoAoy  in  ob-baining 
requisitioned  parts  by  supply  and  support  agencies.  During  this 
reporting  period,  only  175  items  were  received  for  I5OO  requisitions,  ' 


included; 


2,  Corrective  action  taken  by  this  organization 


a. ,  A  toclinical  inspection  of  all  organic 

;■  equipment  of  tho  battalion  and  attached  unit::  to  identify  shortages  • 

b.  Establishment  of  a  systdm  for  oontrollod 
oannabalization  and  recording  of  correct  demand  data, 

•  ’  ’  •  ■  j  :  * 

0,  Coordination  of  an  B42A1  engino  rebuild 
,  project  with.U.S,  fbaay  Support  Command,  Qui  Mhon, 

;  d.  Preparation  and  submisoion  of  a.  list  of 

'  repair  parts,  cionsidorod  combat  dssential,  based  on  cr-rporionoc.  This 
list  is  attached  os  Inolosuro  17. 
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’  e.  Establiehiaeht  of  a  oontJniious  mouitocing 
system  and  parts  requisition  procedures  to  include  review  of  status 
of  each  reqTxinj.tion  on  a  racathly  basis®  •  ■  - . 


lo  Ocordinatirn  with  support  agencies  t# 
provide  a  seouro  contain^  for  pa^'‘P  recoived  by  the  agency  and  aw¬ 
aiting  pick  up  by  the  battalion® 

Continuous  personal  contact  by  Battalien 
S-4  personnel  with  support  agenoiaso 

(c)  Beconraendation.  That  centlnuous  emphasis  bp  placed 
•n  obtaining  repair  parts  supplies  at  a.11  command  levels® 

f.  ORGiANIZATIOTT 

(1)  A(D-TACHBD  PERSffiJML 

(a)  Obsarva.tion.  Personnel  of  Battery  E  (MG),  41st 
Artillery,  and  Battery  3  (Si.T),  29th  Artillery,  attached  to  automatio 
weapons  batteries  add  an  additional  supervisory  end  adninistratixn 
burden  on  the  AW  battery  command'sr. 

(b)  Evaluation*  An  AW  assistant  platoon  leader,  given 
the  supervisory  and  administrative  rcsponoibllity  for  attached  i^chine 
gon  and  searchlight  personnel,  will  alls  via  to  this  problem  vriihin  Aio 

AW  battery* 

.  (0)  Reoominendation*  That  an  AW  assistant  platoon  leader 
be  assigned  responsibilities  for  supervisory  control, and  admini-stration 
of  personal,  medical  and  financial  items  of  attached  machine  gun  and 
searohli^t  personnel}  that  machine  gun  and  searchlight  personnel  bo 
detached  from  automatic  vreapons  batteries  administrative  bcntrcl  and 
sup'ocrt“'be  exorcised  by  parent  units}  that  operatacnal  oontroj.  of  Qpads 
and  Searchlights  bo  exercised  by  AW  batuerios.*  Above,  reccmmondai/i^ns 
.will  be  explored  and  the  concept  adopted  if  fsas.io.to  in  the  ne^ 
future.  The  l-IEO&B  "G"  series  is  presently  under  study  at  hi^xcr 
>■  headquarters  ■which  changes  the  present  organization  of  IXxster  battery 
and  Quad  battery  to  a  ru3ter/Qi:iad  battery  which  will  solve  this  problem. 

g.  OTHSR 

(1)  QUALgrEn)  MAINTENANCE  PBRSOHHEL  (TRACK  tlSGHAITICS-KOS  63C20) 

(a)  Observatirn.  Track  meolTsnics,  AES  63C20,  assigned  tc 
this  organization  are  qualified  to  perform  aaiatenance  on  M-48,  M-cO, 
and  Ml  13  vehicloa*  Little  of  this  knovrledgc  is  ap'plicable  to  the  KiSAI 
vehicle. 

(b)  Evaluation.  Because  assigned  track  mechanics  have 
'little  knowledge  applicable  to  the  M42AI  vehicle,  four  to  six  weeks  is 

'  requited  for  an'  on-the-job  training  program.  The  traini^  time  neq^eo, 
has  a  detremental  effect  on  the  battalion*  s..main-tenance  posture, 
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^  Corroctivc  action  token  included  utilization  of  a 

'  maintenance  contact  team  for  purpogo  of  performing  track  maintenance 
at  site  of  widely  dispersed  element  locations,  Tliis  concept  has 
reduced  excessive  oquijmont  do'si  time, 

■  (c)  Eoco’nmal^dation,  Hiat  the  feasibility  of  a  school 
established  to  train  personnel  on  the  M42A1  vehicle  bo  evaluated, 

(2)  '^jiALiT'iED  r:^sciniiiL  (roR'di?? 

iVc  >‘y}?.oT  . . . 

('a)  Observation.  !Purrot  mechanics,  HOS  45P20,  assign¬ 
ed  to  this  battalion  are  qmlifiod  to  perform  maintenanco  on  the  M'^5» 

M108,  and  M-109  vclticles  and  not  on  tho  Fl42A1  vehicle, 

(b)  Evaluation,  Because  assigned  ttirret  mcchinics 
have  little  knoAFlodgo  applicable  to  tho  vehicle,  on  on~tho-oo^  train¬ 

ing  program  for  a.  fovir  to  sire  vfook  period  must  bo  conducted  to  qualify ,  those 
personnel  on  tho  M4iAl  vehicle,  ’Iho  trailing ’time  required  has  detrimental 
effect  on  tho  battalion's  maintenance  posture,  Tlio  tirerot  mechanics  af/Sipnod 
wore  not  trailed  as  IICO  45KO  for  automatic  weapons  turret  mechanic  I  Wiiis- 
battalion  sliould  receive  t!io  turret. nochonics  trailed  at’Eort  Bliss, 

(o)  Eocommondation ,  That  a  procedure  bo  established 
to  idoivbify  turret  mec'nanics  trained  at  Fort  Bliss  and  assign  those 
personnel  to  automatic  weapons  battalions, 

(3 )  /vIT/VEG  BABTO  C/J3X.T-  COIEIFCTION  JIT  m2Al 

(a)  Observation,  On  many  Dusters  within  tho  battalion'' 

tho  oo-nx  ontonna  cablo  connection  on  tho  radio  has  boon  broken, 

(b)  Evaluation,  Ammunition  cans  taken  froa  the  track 
y  c©®fflOftdor*8  side  of  tho  stOJfags  con^artment  were  pulled  out  in  such  asway- 

that  tho  cp-ax  antenna  connection  was  hit  and  the  connection  broken  or  tho 
cable  5ut, 

(c)  Recommendation..  That  the  casing  from  a  L-495 
trip  flare  bo  used  as  a  shield  which  will  give  adequate  protection  to  tho 
connecting  point  viioro  the  co-ax  antenna  lead  meets  the  radio.  This,  shield 

■  con  bo  attached  to  the  radio  by  the  two  screws  already  on  tho  radio, 

(4)  mpttTAi;  gaoME  G-2296/rRC  ■  ■  '  ■ 

(a)'  Observation,  The  external  phono,  part  of  intor- 
ccsmnunication  control  sot  G-2256/v'E.G,  located  on  tlip  roar  deck  of  the 
M-42  tends  to  pull  out  easily  from  tho  control  box. 
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(■fa)  Ehraluation.  This  cactoxaial  phono  is  ooimocted 
dirootly  insido  the  C~'’296/'/EC  and  when  the  phono  co"d  is  accidontally 
pulled  out,  there  is  no  way  to  xepa:^  it  in  iiiS-Vd- 

(c)  Recommendation,  Tliat  the  control  ssot  and  exter¬ 
nal  phono  cord  and  he  modified  for  connection  similar  ton  that  on  a 
radio  and  macroplionc  oo7;d  affording  "a  stronger  connection;  or  that 
a  "brcakaviay"  connection  he  fabricated  which  t/ould  affiorfl  a  joint  on 
the  cord  which  will  break  and  preclude  cord  being  pulled  from  the 
control  oot» 

(5)  HITERITAL  Cai-RniVCATIOHS.  SYSTEM  -  M42A1 

(a)  Ob.sor\n'.ti.ene  Problems  have  occurred  with  the  in¬ 
ternal  communications  S5’’stcm  -  M42A1  that  require  repairs  of  J^cd  &  4th 
echelon  nature, 

(h)  fivaluation.  Repairs  of  the  M42A1  internal  con— 
munications  system  connot  b<^  made  by  battery  cocmu'siication  sectian 
bcc'uiso  of  Iciclc  of  t7-Aining,  sohomstios  of  systc.'m,  rnd  equipment 
for  troubleshooting.  The  schematics  of  tho  oystora  arc  noodod  to 
troubleshoot  and  dotormino  mat  repairs  aro  required, 

(0)  Rocommondation.  That  schematics,  repair  and 
naintonancG  manuaJs  bo  obtained.  This 'Headquarters  forwarded dO  letter 
to  the  USSAECEH  requesting  these  items,  As  a  result  of  this  letter, 
a  civiliam  representative  of  electronics  command,  working  out  of  the 
office.'.of  the  ©irector  of  Maintenance,  Qui  llhon,  is  assisting  in  this 
matter, 

'  (6)  MALARIA  PREmiTIOH 

(a)  Observation,  Prevention -of  malaria  continues  to 

bo  a  problem  and '.is  a  matter  for  traiiving,  indootrjr.atr.on,  and- 
command  emphasis,  , 

(b)  Evaluation,  Mfeilaria  preveutioR  items  such  as  - 
tnosquita  netting, atxdd  Sfisoct  repellent  are  readily  avail**. 

able.  Each  man.  is  issued  a  mosquito,  net,  insect  repellent  and  ad¬ 
vised  to  take  oral  medicines  for  prevention  of  malaria.  Each  indi¬ 
vidual  is  required  to  annotate  a '.roster  indicating  he  has  taken 
malaria  prevention  oral  medicine*  A  command  letter  was  published  by 
this  headquarters  outlining  malaria  prevention  measures  to  be  folXovFOd 
by  units  of  this  command.  Even  with  those  precautions,  both  vivajt.  and 
Dca-laria  is  being  contacted  by  men  of  this  organization, 

(c)  Recommondatiof ,  'jli.at  indoctrination  periods 
pertaining  to  malaria  provontativo  .measures  bo  ■  included  in  all  phases 
of  training. 
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(7)  DIFECTIOKS  OP  THE  FEET 

(a)  Oboorvation,  Krovention  of  foot  iiifection  ojiOr- 
tdbiuoa  to  to  a  problem  aM  ;‘j  a  laattor  of  training  and  indoctrination. 

(b)  Evaluation.  Common  foot  infections  such  as  in*» 
fectod'blicrters  ajid  abrasions  are  cavtsed  by  improper  foot  hygLono,  fit 
and  care  of  boots. 

(c)  Recommendation.  That  indoctrination  periods  per¬ 
taining  to  prevention  of  foot  infection  be  included  in  all  phases  of  train¬ 
ing. 


(8)  TJSE  OP  EAR  H.?GS_ 

(a)  Observation.  Prevontim  of  oar  damage  by  use  of 
ear  plugs  is  a  natter  for  continual  training  indoctrination  and  command 
em^^osis. 

(b)  Evaluation.  Dogradation  of  hearing  is  occurring 
with  increased  frequency  because  personnel  are  not  wearing  oar  plugs. 
vhon  exposed  to  loud  or  continuous  noise  such  as  40™  and  Caliber  .50 
firing,  gonorators,  helicopters  and  small  arms  firing,  llio  most  froqUont 
cause  of  car  damage  during  tho  reporting  poried  •vmis  small  arms  firing. 

(c)  Recommendation.  That  use  of  ear  plugs  whon  work¬ 
ing  on  crow  served  weapons,  generators,  riding  in  heli.coptors  and  firing 
small  arms  recoivo  omphasia  in  all  phases  of  training. 


-17  Incl- 
-as - 

Incl4,  7,8,  12,  14  and  17 
Withdrawn,  HQ,  DA 
DISTRIBUTIONi 
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AWA-AT~D  (30  April  68)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECTj  Operational  ileport  of  4th  Battd.ion  (AW),  (SP),  60th  AiiiiLlery, 

Battery  E  (ffi),  41st  Artillery  and  Batterj’’  B  (SLT),  29th  Artillery 
for  Period  Ending  30  April  1968  (RCS:  CSFOR)  (R1) 

DA^  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery,  APO  96350  ^ 

TO;  Headquarters,  7.  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96350 

1.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  b(l)(c),  section  2,  page  19,  Counterfire  by  Auto¬ 
matic  b'eapons.  Nonconucr.  Clearance  for  fitJld  artillery  and/or  autonatic 
■weapons  firo  should  be  always  obtained  unless  a  target  is  positively  identified 
as  ensny  and  is  jeopardizing  the  security  cf  US  or  allied  personnel, 

2.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  b(2)(c),  section  2,  page  19>  Immediate  Reaction 
Drills  by  Automatic  Weapons  Crews.  Concur, 

3.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  b(3)(c),  section  2,  page  20,  Initial  Liaison 
with  Supported  Units.  Concur. 

4.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  b(4)(c),  section  2,  page  20,  Preparation  and 
Use  of  Range  Cards,  Concur. 

5.  (C)  Reference  paragrafh  b(5)(c),  section  2,  page  21,  Mining  Incidents, 
Concur, 

6.  (C)  Reference  paragi'aph  b(6)(c),  section  2,  page  21,  Trailers  for  Dusters, 
Concur, 

7.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  b(7)(c),  section  2,  page  21,  Increased  Mobility  for 
Quads.  Concur, 

8.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  c(l)(c),  section  2,  page  22,  Training  Conducted 
at  Unit  Level,  Nonconcur,  In  addition  to  providing  lesson  plans  in  the  form 
of  handouts  for  t-dde  distribvtion,  batteiy  officers  must  either  present  or 
closely  supervise  the  presentation  of  mandatory  training, 

9.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  e(l.)(c),  section  2,  page  22,  Support  of  Automatic 
V/eapon/Searchlight  Elements,  Concur. 

10.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  e(2)(c),  section  2,  page  23,  Location  of  PIL 
Functions.  Concur, 

11.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  e(3)(c),  section  2,  page  24,  Excessive  Deadline 
Time,  Concur, 

12.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  f(l)(c),  section  2,  page  24,  Attached  Perf'nnel. 
Concur, 

13.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  g(l)(c),  section  2,  page  25,  Qualified  Maintenance 
Personnel  (Track  Mechanics  -  KOS  63C20),  Concur. 

St 
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AVFA-AT-D  ^ 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Ath  Battalion  (AW),  (SP),  60th  Artillery,  ^ 
Battery  E  (M3),  41st  Artillery  and  Battery  B  (SLT),  29th  Artil¬ 
lery  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1968  (RCS:  CSFOR)  (R1 ) 

14,  (C)  Reference  paragraph  g(2)(c),  section  2,  page  25,  Qualified  Main¬ 
tenance  Personnel  (Turret  Mechanics  -  KOS  45F20),  Concur, 

15,  (C)  Reference  paragraph  g(3)(c),  section  2,  page  25,  AM/VRC  Radio 
Cable  Connection  in  il42A1,  Concur. 

16,  (C)  Reference  paragraph  g(4)(c),  section  2,  page  26,  External  Phone 
C-2296/TOC.  Concur, 

17,  (C)  Reference  paragraph  g(5)(c),  section  2,  page  26,  Internal  Conv- 
munications  System.  M42A1,  Concur, 

18,  (C)  Reference  paragraph  g(6)(c),  section  2,  page  26,  l-klaria  Prevention. 
Concvir, 

19,  (C)  Reference  paragraph  g(7)(c),  section  2,  page  26,  Infections  of  the 
Feet,  Concur. 

20,  (C)  Reference  paragraph  g(8)(c),  section  2,  page  26,  Use  of  Ear  Pj.ugs, 
Concur, 

FOR  THE  COKHi\NDER: 


Adjutant 


? 
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35  AVFA-GC-OT  (30  Ai^r  6£)  2d  Ind 

bUBJiiCi’;  Cpcrctionoi  deport  of  i;th  Ssttalion  (A;.')(dp)  dOth  Ai'nillery, 

Br  l.teri’  £  (ilO),  itl-t  Artilleiy  and  Battery  B  (SLT),  29th 
Artillery  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-6p  (Rl)^*^' 

DA,  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnara,  APO  96350  1  •' 

TO:  Commanding  General,  United  L>t£tes  Aiviy  i^ietnaiiT, 

ATTN:  AiHIGC-DST,  APO  96375 

(C)  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  suoject  report  and  forwarding 
indorsements  and  makes  the  following  recommendations  and  comments: 

a*  Reference  paragrapii  ld{l)(d)  oection  1  page  10,  Prescribed 
Load  List:  Establishing  the  PLL  at  battery  level  was  one  of  the 
topics  discussed  at  the  Logistics  Seminar  held  at  HQ  IFFORCEV  on  6 
June  1968.  The  Director  of  Supply  Qui  Hhon  Supply  Depot  is  aware 
of  the  problem  and  seme  improvements  will  be  noted  by  30  June  1968 « 

b«  Reference  paragraph  ld(2)(b)  Section  1  p£^e  10,  Turn-in 
of  Combat  Loss  Vehicles,  No  problems  should  be  encountered  if  AR 
735-3  and  USARV  Reg  735-3  are*  adhered  to  in  turning  in  combat  loss 
vehicles. 

ci  Reference  paragraph  ld(2)(c)  Section  1  page  10,  KiiRAl  Engine 
Rebuild:  There  is  a  program  in  COiRJS  for  the  kk2Al  engine  rebuild. 
Unserviceable  engines  should  be  turned-in  through  logistical  channels 
to  preclude  future  shortages. 

d.  Reference  paragraph  2e(3)  Section  2  page  23 »  Excessive  Dead¬ 
line  Time:  Concur  with  the  recomiiiendation,  however  this  unit’s  cur¬ 
rent  deadline  rate  is  only  about  compared  to  the  iiACV  standard 
of  15;^ 


FOR  THE  CaUIANDER: 


ROBE.^T  C.  GABBARD 

ir,-  A3C 

ASST  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
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CONflDEMTiAL 


AVHGC-DST  (30  Apr  68)  3d  Ind  ^U)  OPT  Arnold/ms/LBN  4485 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  4th  Battalion  (A''j)(SP)  60th  Artillery^ 
Battery  E  (MG),  41st  Artillery  and  Battery  B  (SLT),  29th 
Artillery  For  Period  -t-nding  30  Jipril  1968,  RCS  CSFOR  (Rl) . 

HEADQUARTERS,  US  ARI-IY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  »  1958 

TO:  Co.TOnander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 
APO  96558 

1,  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quai'berly  period  ending  30  April  1968  from  Head¬ 
quarters,  4th  Battalion,  60th  Artillery* 

2.  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  increased  mobility  for  quads,  page 
21,  paragraph  b(7):  Concur  that  the  2^  ton  Truck  Mounted  Quad  ,50 
Machine  Guns  are  inadequate  for  deployment  in  cross-countiy  missions; 
however,  M548  Carrier  assets  are  currently  not  available  to  support 
this  requirement.  Assets  to  fill  known  TOE  shortages  are  expected 
to  arrive  in-country  over  the  next  ninety  days, 

b.  Reference  item  concerrdng  qualified  maintenance  personnel 
(Turret  Mechanics  -  MOS  45F20),  page  24,  paragraph  g(2)(c):  Concur, 
‘fhe  present  procedure  is  to  screen  the  DA  Form  20  of  each  replacement 
with  PMOS  45F20  to  determine  the  service  school  attended.  This  pro¬ 
cedure  insures  that  personnel  who  attend  course  number  642-45F20-A 
(Fort  Bliss,  Texas)  are  assigned  to  major  subordinate  comnands  that 
have  an  automatic  weapons  battalion. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  external  phone  C-2296/VRC,  page  25, 
paragraph  g(4) .  A  USAECOM  equipment  representative  in  the  Qui  Nhon 
area  will  visit  the  unit,  evaluate  tlie  problem  and  submit  a  Technical 
Assistance  Report  to  USAECOM,  The  representative  will,  if  possible, 
ms-ke  an  on  the  spot  correction  as  an  interim  measure.  Uni.t  should 
submit  an  Equipment  Improvement  Report  (EIR)  in  accordance  with  para¬ 
graph  3-7.4,  TH  38-750, 

FOR  THE  CO^WANDFJl; 


C.  S.  NAJCATSDKASA 
Captain.  AGC  ' 
Asaiiitaiit  AAjiHaat 


Copies  furnished; 

BQ,  4th  Bn,  60th  Arty 
HQ,  I  FFORCEV 


GPOP-DT  (30  Apr  6S)  Ath  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  PQ^  4th  Bn,  60th  Arty  Btry  E  (MG)  for 
Period  Ending  30  Vpril  I9n8.  RCS  CSFOR~63  (Rl) 


HQ,  US  Array,  Pacific,  APO  San  trano^ieo  96358  l8  JU\.  VjSS 

TO;  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Array,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding  indorse- 
raents  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C.C.  SHORT! 
CPT,  AGC 
A»si  AG 
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FPVB  IWC 

DE  FFVA  im  01  16/0057Z 

rni  160052Z  FEB  68 

FM  CG  IFTORCEV  /JITY  Nlli  RVIT 

TO  CO  41  ST  ;ilTY  GF  PIIC  RVN 

CO  4TH  BN  6OTH  yjfflY  Qira  RFxT 

H'lFO:  CO  52ND  .’OITY  GP  PIOT  RVIT 

BT 

COITFIBENTAL  02-0246  PROM  AVPA-AT-D 
5UBJ;  ;JITILLE)RY  ORGANIZ.'.TION  FOR  COIffl.’.T  (u) 

(C)  EFTECTTVE  I7OOOIH  FEB  68,  THE  POIJLO'/DTG  AT'R’.CHI-SSnTS  ARE  H'JSE 
4/60  .'iRTY,  T;ITH  E/4I  ARTY  AJTD  B/29  .'JITY  ATTACHED,  IS  DEdF.CHED 
PROM  41  ST  ARi?Y  GP  /JID  AKA.CHBD  POLLY  TO  I  PPOECBV  ARTILLERY. 

HHB,  8/26  ARTY  IS  DETACHED  PROM  41  ST  ARTY  GP  AJTD  ATOliCHED 
POLLY  TO  I  FPORCEV  /JlIILLERY. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  4TH  BATTALION,  60TH  ARTILLERY 
APO  San  Francisco  96238 

26  April  196S 

SUBJECT:  Employment  of  AW  and  Searchlights  in  Vietnam 

TO:  See  Distribution 


AVGK-AF-S3 


I .  GENEFAL 

1.  The  4th  Battalion  (AW)(SP),  60th  Artillery  and  attached  Battery  E  (MG), 

41st  Artillery  completed  one  year  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  on  12  March  1968. 
Battery  B  (SLT),  29th  Artillery  was  attached  to  the  Battalion  on  2  January  1968. 
Lessons  Learned  through  experience  during  operations  are  outlined  herein  to  assist 
in  future  planning  and  employment  of  the  Gun,  AAA,  SP  Twin  M-42  (Duster),  Mount 
Machine  Gun  Caliber  .50,  (M-55)  and  the  Xenon  Searchlight  AN/MSS-3. 

(a)  Employment  of  organic  weapons  has  been  characterized  by  wide  dis¬ 
persion  of  units.  Presently,  elements  occupy  63  locations  from  Phan  Thiet 
north  to  Quang  Tri  and  from  Qui  Nhon  west  to  Dak  To,  in  support  of  45  separate 
maneuver  elements  and  artillery  units.  This  dispersion  of  elements  naturally 
causes  liaison,  support  and  control  problems  which  are  alleviated  with  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  supported  commanders.  Recommendations  are  offered  throughout  the  text 
of  this  letter  to  aid  similar  type  units  and  supported  units  in  acquiring 
maximum  Automati'"  Weapon  and  Searchlight  effectiveness. 

(b)  The  Duster  Battalion  and  Quad  Battery  are  being  employed  in  the 
direct  support  role;  however,  crew  proficiency  of  air  defense  engagement  pro¬ 
cedures  are  continually  stressed. 

(c)  Inclosure  1  provides  characteristics  and  capabilities  to  assist 
in  Automatic  Weapons  and  Searchlights. 

(d)  Inclosure  2  provides  recommended  mission  assignments  for  Auto¬ 
matic  Weapons  and  Searchlights. 

II .  EMPLOYMENT 


2.  VJhen  properly  employed  in  defensive  and  offensive  roles,  the  Duster 
and  Quad  have  proven  to  be  formidable  weapons  for  support  of  maneuver  and 
artillery  units.  Considerations  and  recommendations  for  utilization  of  the 
Duster,  Quad  and  Searchlight  are  listed  below: 

a.  DUSTER 


jCaj  cl  3 


40 


AVGK-AF-S3 

SUBJECT;  EMPLOYMENT  OF  AW  AND  SEARCHLIGHTS  IN  VIETNAM 


26  April  1968 


(1)  The  supersensitive  point  detonating  fuze  and  flat  trajectory  of 
the  40nm  projectile  are  key  factors  in  positioning  the  weapon.  Dense  brush 
or  foliage  will  cause  detonation  of  the  projectile.  Tracer  burn  out  of  40mm 
ammunition  occurs  batween  3500  and  4500  meters  which  limits  effective  range. 
Consequently,  fields  of  fire  should  be  free  of  restriction  by  brush  or  trees 
to  at  least  3500  meters,  where  possible. 

(2)  Commanding  terrain  positions  are  recommended  for  the  Duster, 
allowing  utilization  of  full  6400^  traversing  capability  and  engagement  of 
targets  at  maximum  range.  Alternate  positions  for  the  Duster  provide  flexi¬ 
bility  to  the  defensive  configuration.  Preplanning  concentration  and  programmed 
H  &  I  fires  on  an  irregular  basis  provides  a  deterrent  factor  for  the  perimeter. 

(3)  Employment  in  pairs  is  recommended  for  better  coverage,  mutual 
support,  limited  recovery  capability,  and  section  integrity  for  support  of 
search  and  destroy  operations,  route  and  work  party  security  and  defensive  support. 

(4)  The  Duster  is  not  recommended  for  convoy  escort  missions  because 
long  moves  and  low  speeds  have  proven  harmful  to  engines  and  transmissions. 

Due  to  the  age  of  the  chassis,  it  lacks  the  speed  and  durability  of  newer 
carriers  which  should  be  considered  when  operating  with  self-propelled  ar¬ 
tillery  or  armor  units. 

b.  QUAD 

(1)  Employment  of  the  2^-ton  Truck  Mounted  Quad  is  similar  to  Duster 
employment  in  many  respects.  However,  the  prime  mover  limits  the  mobility 

to  hard  surface  areas  and  established  road  systems. 

(2)  The  Quad  is  an  area  saturation  weapon  and  is  very  effective  in 
foliage  and  heavy  brush  areas. 

(3)  When'emplaced  in  a  defensive  area,  selection  of  alternate  positions 
enables  maneuverability  within  the  position  for  purposes  of  massing  fires  and 
covering  all  routes  of  approach. 

(4)  Like  the  Duster,  preplanned  concentrations  for  the  Quad  add  to  the 
H  &  I  program  and  the  overall  deterrent  factor  when  in  defensive  positions. 

c.  SEARCHLIGHT 

(1)  The  searchlight,  when  utilized  in  a  defensive  position,  is 
recommended  to  be  employed  on  high  ground  enabling  coverage  of  the  entire 
position  area. 

(2)  The  Searchlight,  reciprocally  laid  with  Automatic  Weapons,  offers 
a  strong  deterrent  factor.  Searchlight  infrared  detection,  illumination  and 
Automatic  Weapons  engagement,  simultaneously,  provide  the  defensive  with  a 
surprise  capability  for  gaining  the  offensive. 
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SUBJECT:  EMPLOYMENT  OF  AW  AND  SEARCHLIGHTS  IN  VIETNAM 


,3)  To  achlovo  maximum  effectiveness  of  Automatic  Weapons  and 
Searchlights,  supported  unit  commanders  are  encouraged  to  include  section  or 
^Guad  leadocs  lo  intelligence  or  operations  briefings.  The  information  re- 
'--111  provide  Automatic  Weapon  and  Searchlight  personnel  with  the  in- • 

•I  .-iTidcioa  ncc^ssaiy  for  range  cards,  preplanned  fires,  and  locations  of  friendly 
'  cos  ard  provido  quicher  reaction  time  in  providing  on-call  missions.  When 
includad  in  oncriMons  planning  of  supported  units,  Automatic  Weapons  and 
Searchlight  personnel  will  be  able  to  advise  supported  commanders  on  matters 
such  as  employment,  amnunition  requirements,  supply  needs  and  personnel  changes. 
This  will  enable  a  closer  working  relationship  and  control  procedures. 

(4)  To  Insure  continuous  and  effective  support,  supported  commanders 
should  provide  Class  I,  III,  and  V  items  for  supporting  Automatic  Weapons  and 
Seai'chlight  personnel  and  to  assist  in  maintenance  within  the  supported  unit's 
capabilities. 

(5)  It  is  recommended  that  supported  commanders  schedule  K  fie  I 
and  Recon  by  Fire  firing  for  Automatic  Weapons.  This  practice  will  enhance 
crew  perfornieince  and  insure  weapons  are  functioning  properly.  If  possible, 

a  free-fire  zone  should  be  established  for  Automatic  Weapon  training  and  test 
firing. 


(6)  It  is  imperative  that  Dusters,  Quads  and  Searchlights  be  positioned 
within  the  defensive  perimeters  to  preclude  these  elements  being  over  run  and 
lost  to  the  defense,  in  the  event  of  attack.  This  is  especially  important  for 
ground  mounted  Quads.  When  ground  mounted,  the  Quad  has  no  mobility  and  it 
must  be  provided  adequate  support  and  protection  by  ground  troops  and  covering 
fire  by  other  crew  served  weapons.  Ground  mounted  Quads  should  not  be  placed 
so  near  the  perimeter  that  is  is  within  hand  grenade  distance  from  the  enemy. 

III.  MAINTENANCE 


3.  Because  of  the  inherent  maintenance  problems  of  the  Duster  and  Quad, 
time  is  required  for  performance  of  crew  maintenance  and  maintenance  services. 
These  weapon  systems,  as  all  equipment,  must  be  continually  maintained  in  order 
to  provide  support  to  their  maximum  capabilities.  Duster  and  Quad  crews  will 
perform  required  maintenance  in  the  available  time  and  during  mission  assign¬ 
ments.  Maintenance  services  are  scheduled  quarterly  and  require  72  hours  for 
performance  for  the  Duster.  Thirty  hours  are  required  for  the  Quad  and  2%-ton 
Truck  services. 

(2)  To  expedite  repair  parts  resupply  for  Automatic  Weapons  and 
Searchlights,  supported  units  are  encouraged  to  initiate  requisition  and  work 
order  actions  through  their  direct  support  maintenance  agencies.  This  action 
will  eliminate  excessive  equipment  doTO-time  caused  by  transportation  of  re¬ 
quired  parts  from  the  Battalion's  Base  Camp.  In  the  near  future,  this  problem 
will  be  alleviated  because  PLLs  will  be  established  at  each  battery  with 
associated  ASIs. 
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SUBJECT:  EMPLOYMENT  OF  AW  AND  SEARCHLIGHTS  IN  VIETNAM 


26  April  1968 


(3)  Dusters,  when  employed  in  pairs  (by  sections),  have  a  limited 
recovery  capability.  One  Duster  can  tow  another  for  distances  as  far  as  10 
kilometers.  Greater  distances  cause  undue  engine  wear  of  the  towing  Duster. 
Also,  a  wrecker  is  required  to  change  and  service  engines  and  transmissions. 

This  Battalion  is  authorized  only  one  wrecker  and  is  augmented  by  one  VTR. 

In  view  of  the  dispersion  of  Dusters  throughout  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone,  it 
is  impossible  for  this  Battalion  to  support  all  elements  with  VTR  or  wrecker 
support  when  required.  It  is (therefore,  required  that  supported  unit  commanders 
assist  Duster  crews  by  providing  wrecker  support  for  maintenance  services  and 
repairs  and  vehicle  recovery  within  their  capabilities. 

(4)  In  order  to  preclude  excessive  down  time  for  Dusters  and  Quads 
due  to  minor  repairs,  maintenance  services  required  for  the  weapons  systems 
should  be  considered  by  supported  commanders  in  regard  to  frequency  of  their 
mission  assignments.  Section  and  Squad  Leaders  will  know  the  status  of  their 
equipment,  when  services  are  scheduled,  and  will  be  able  to  advise  supported 
commanders  of  their  maintenance  requirements. 

IV.  SUMMARY 


4.  The  information  contained  herein  is  intended  to  aid  the  commander  in 
employment  of  Automatic  Weapons  and  Searchlights  supporting  this  operation. 
Close  adherence  to  recommended  mission  assignments  will  greatly  enhance  the 
support  rendered  by  those  elements.  The  requests  made  in  regard  to  mainten¬ 
ance  support,  which  can  be  effected  by  the  supported  unit  commander,  will  aid 
in  maintaining  continuous  operation  of  the  weapon  systems  and  Searchlights. 
Staff  Officers,  Battery  Commanders,  and  Platoon  Leaders  of  this  organization, 
will  make  frequent  liaison  visits  with  supported  unit  commanders  to  assist 
in  employment  aspects  and  effect  coordination  action  for  maintenance  and 
support  requirements. 


s/Paul  E.  Schultz 
t/PAUL  E.  SCHULTZ 
LTC,  Artillery 
Commanding 
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AUTOMATIC  WEAPONS  DATA 


I-!- 42 


1  Each  firing  battery  is  composed  ot  two  platoons,  four  sections  per  platoon, 

2  M-42s  per  section,  (total  16  M-42s) 

i  "ach  M-42  is  armed  with  2  40rom  gune  and  1  M-60  Macrtine  Gun. 
j.  Rate  of  fire:  Maximum,  240  rnds/min;  Sustained,  100  rnds/min. 

.  tfCective  Range:  3500  Meters  (limited  by  self-destruction  ammunition) 

5.  Airimunition: 

a.  Type:  40tnm,  HE-T  or  HEI-T,  SD,  MK  11,  W/fuse,  PD,  MK  27. 

b.  Basic  load:  480  rounds  on  carriage  (480  more  may  be  towed) 

6.  Vehicle 

a.  Full-tracked,  gasoline  driven,  air-cooled  engine. 

b.  140  gal.  fuel  gives  operating  range  of  35  to  100  miles  depending  on 
terrain  conditions. 

c.  Speed:  Up  to  45  mph  on  improved  roads,  25  mph  in  cross-country  operations. 

7.  Weight:  25  tons  (airlift  by  C-124  or  C-141) 

M-55 

1.  The  M-55  battery  is  composed  of  six  sections,  four  squads  per  section,  1 
11-55  per  squad,  (total  24  M-55s) 

2.  Each  M-55  has  four  caliber  .50  Machine  Guns  on  the  m'unt. 

3.  Rate  of  fire:  Maximum  450-500  rnds/minj  per  .50  cal. 

4<  Effective  range:  Point  targets,  1830  meters;  area  targets,  6750  meters. 

5»  Ammunition 

a.  Type:  .50  Cal 

b.  Basic  load:  10.000  rnds  on  the  prime  mover,  10,000  towed. 

0.  Prime  mover:  2^-ton  truck 

; -  Weighc 

a.  Mount  only:  3200  lbs. 

b.  Mount,  basic  load,  crew:  8,000  lbs.  (carried  by  1  CH-47) 

c.  M-j3  complete  (truck,  mount,  basic  load,  crew  w/oquipment) :  26,204  lbs. 
(carried  internally  by  C-124,  C-130,  C-i41) 
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AN/MSS-3 


1.  Each  Searchlight  battery  consists  of  3  platoons  with  12  lights  per  platoon, 
(total  36  Searchlights) 

2.  Effective  range: 

a.  White  light:  3-5000  meters. 

b.  Infrared:  2-3000  meters. 

3.  Vehicle:  ^-ton  cruck  w/  180  Amp  alternator. 

4.  Weight;  1.5  tons  complete  (carried  by  1  CH-47) 

5.  Beam  width: 

a.  Focus;  12^/i 

b.  Spread:  120g(i 

6.  Traverse  limits;  6400i;A 

7.  Elevation  limits:  H-540;A;  -380(^ 

8.  Continuous  operation:  2  hours;  cool  for  30  minutes  (visible  mode) 
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RECOMMENDED  MISSION  ASSIGNMENTS 

1.  Suitable  AW  missions: 

a.  Tactical  missions 

1)  Road  security 

2)  Perimeter  defense 

3)  Search  and  destroy  (M-42  only.  2%  ton  Prime  Mover  for  M-55  limits 
mobility  to  hard  surface  areas  and  established  road  systems) 

4)  Work  party  security 

5)  Strong  point  security 

6)  Convoy  escort  (M-55)  should  be  utilized.  Long  moves  at  low  speeds 
prove  excessively  harmful  to  M-42. 

7)  Air  transportable  (M-55  only) 

8)  M-42  waterborne  operations  on-board  LCM 

9)  Blocking  and  destruction  missions 

b.  Fire  missions 

1)  Interdiction 

2)  Counterfire — during  AW  or  mortar  attacks 

3)  Recon  by  fire 

4)  Confirmed  target  locations 

5)  Indirect  fire  and  unobserved  fire 

2.  Considerations  for  choice  between  the  M-42  and  M-55. 

a.  The  M-42  is  preferred  for: 

1)  Point  targets 

2)  Close-in  fires  at  heavier  targets  i.e.,  bunkers,  building,  etc. 

3)  Indirect  fires 

b.  The  M-55  is  pref-,  red  for; 

1)  Firing  near  friendly  positions  in  under  brush  or  heavy  foliage. 
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^ 2) 

2)  Saturation  fires 

3)  Blocking  fires 

3.  Unsuitable  missi^'-ns  for  AW 

a.  Cavalry  operations,  such  as  screening  and  reconnaissance  missions 

b.  Cross  country  movement  at  low  speeds  or  in  jungle  terrain 

c.  Convoy  escort  of  heavy  artillery  batteries  and  extended  road 
marches  are  not  recommended  for  M-42,  Dusters 


r 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Ohrjottologioal  Sequence  of  tb.jor  ioticais  and  Events  for  Quarterly 
Period  Ending  50  /-pril  1968»  (EeferenocJ  Hally  SITRBPS.  4/6O) 

4  Peb  68  1450  k-’sa  ‘I'^t  Bn>  30th  4rty  Surgeon  was  fired  upon  at 
ER98;253  (e  i-rox  15  rounds).  At  1630  hours  the  19th 
.  ■  ■  S  &’  S'BN  ("^481248)  was  fired  on  by  siaall  arms  and  AutoO 

natio  nsr  fron  the  VIO  of  BR983252.  Ihe  8th  ITrans- 
portat-'-"'  '  "oup  dispatched  reaction  force.  3h  the 
result:  :  lira  fight  18  TJS/F.-H-IAP  vehicles  wore  pinned 
down  on  nighuay  6B  by  the  enemy  small  arms  and  Automat- 
•  .  io  V.''eapf'''i3  fire  from  th**  BaA20  general  area,.  Armed 

helicopters  from  Lane  Army  Airfield  engaged  the  enemy 
position.  BR  CMBR  dispatched  M-42  and  Quad  50  reactiin 
force  and  extracted  personnel  pinned  dtvni  by  the  enemy 
fire.’  After  personnel  were  extracted  axd  returned  to 
Camp  Tcr.moa,  artillery  fire  was  called  in  and  adjusted 
from  Camp  2owne8  observation  post.  A/3/17  liced  41 
rounds  of  105mm  HE. 

Asses  Ament:  •Chdotw-rnined. 

2040  hrs:  Dusters 'd141  and  D142'*enroute  to  fire  base  app- 
roximatelj''  10  KJI  west  of  Chsis  wero  ahbushod  at  1^13519 
by  an  unknown  size  force  using  small  arms,  i^^ha  Dustem 
fired  202  rounds.  Results:  1  HVA  KIA.  Negative  damage 
or  casualtied  to  US  personnel. 

I64d  hrs:  Qoads  E15»  B17  and -El 8  while  performing  convoy 
esOort  for  _l24th  'Ecans  Bn  vrere  ambushed  by  an  unknovna 
.  ■'/O  force  on  Hi^way  19  in  the  Mang  Giaiig  Pass, 

ihe  Quads  expended  6200  rounds  in  support  of  the 
convoy.  Negative  assessment. 

Duster  E'^31  was  ambushed  VIO  AR955479*  Huster  B231  fired 
and  expc:."'-.d  50  rounds.  Results:  3  enemy  KIA.  Negative 
damage  c-  casualties. 

Quad  El 9  oni  E22  located  at  -LZ  Betty  was  employed  in  a 
search  anJ  destroy  mission  In  which  several  fortifications 
were  destroyed  resulting  in  5  VC  KIA, 

0845  hrs;  Duster  D1l2  hit  mine  VIC  ZA209545  enroute  to 
oheok  point  33  ice  daily  strongpoint  security  mission. 

2  WIA  treated  and  ret'irned  to  duty.  1245  hours  VIC  ZAI52324 
while  being  towed  by  M-88  VSIR,  Duster  Dll 2  hit  a  second 
mine  causing  extensive  damage,  resulting  in  combat  loss* 

22'‘Pab  68  Duster  A111,  A 122  and  Quad  B19  while  on  search  and 

destroy  mission  in  support  of  5/506  infantry  near  Phan 
Shiet  310  AU828082  received  credit  for  17  enemy  KIA. 

25  Poh  63  2015  hrs;  Duster  0221  wiile  perf ormdng  bridge  seourily 
observed  unknown  sizo  VO  force  gathering  in  a  ohuroh 


4  Pab  68  , 


5  Pab  68 


7  Peb  68 

8  Peb  68 
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28  Peb  68 


3  ^fe;r  ^^8 


4  68 


4  Ifec  68 


5-  Mar  68 


7  Ifer  68 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

YIG  3RS75S^57*  IXister  fixed  one  confixoed,  laission 
expsnamic  296  roimds  resulting  in  church  being  destroyed*' 
iscessuGRt  undeternined*  3)uster  0121  while  perforning 
perino  cc-r  defense  at  LZ  English  observed  a  suspected  VO 
caxr^fr*-  fired  one  reocnnilnsanoe  by ’fire 

niesic  e<pei-((.b‘ng  1?6  rounds  VIC  BS868826,  Results  4 
enc.  y  ^ 


Ri’.^tvrs  ciV  ad  3112  fired  five  reconaissance  by  fire 
nio  -  -'la  '.o  Cjjii.  ..AOii  Sub-^rea  Oo^a.tand  VIC  of  0R!5422, 

CRO  '  .  jnd  CRO52I.  In  the  Vl'>  ef.’.CR033214  four 

Euc.to-r'-^  V.  Vi  destroyed.  '.Curee  were  destroyed  and  one  part~ 
ia-lly  O'" -'tooyed-  Three  lean-to  tj-pe  sheltcu:s  were 
discc".  cl  a'tar  ■‘lOm  shells  cleared  away  the  foliage. 

Area  be.  coved  to  be  the  Base  Canp  of  the  E210  VC  BN, 

No  erier..y  fire  was  returned  during  the  operation, 

19^15  hrs;  ■■Duster  B211,  B2l2,  B221,  I»141>  3231  and  B232 
received  81nn  mortar^  122,,  rocket  and  recdilass  rifle 
attack  at  Ihk  So  co  VIO  18988167.  Rasters  fired 
oounterfire  nis-^lon  expending  924  rounds  resulting  in  1 
eneny  KIA, 

00^0  tea:  BUSiSR  D221  located  VIO  of  YA876456  Polei 
Djereng  fired  one  nission  ejcpending  75  rounds  at  eneny 
nortar  position.  Mortars  silenced  at  tine.  Ch  5  ^larch 
raster  3)221  received  credit  for  destroying  82nn  n«rtar 
position, 

1035  hrsi  Duster  A221  in  support  of  _^ecial  Poroes 
and  OUG  persorinel  on  a  search  and  destroy  nission  "VIO  CQ 
938755  disoo\'ered  2  Hl’A  hidiiig  in  bush,  Eneny  engaged  with 
Duster *3  Machine  Giaa,  Assessnent  1 'NVA  KIA,  one 
probable  KIA,  1  KVA  flag  captured. 

2100  b.vs:  Duster  221  received  an  imdeterained  anount 
cf  ihooning  rocket,  aortar,  and  small  aras  fire  VIC 
YA876456  southeast  of  Polei  Djereng.  Mortar  and  reooiless 
rifle  rounds  inpaofced  10  meters  in  front  of  Duster’s 
position,  woxmding  4  EM»  SM  were  treated  and 
returned  to  duty.  Duster  fired  1  coiintorfire  mission 
expending  5OO  rounds.  Assessiaent;  tbstar  fixe  silenced, 

2100  lus;  Duster  A111,  A112  and  A121  fired  8  H  &  I 
missions  expending  96  rounds  at  suspected  enemy  location 
VIC  Ay960660  near  12  Betty,  Assessment;  7  enemy  KIA 
(by  booy  count) « 

Quads  El  6,  S25  and  E26  fired  one  counterfire  mission 
expeiadlug  10,000  rounds,  v^uads  were  on  convoy  escort 
du’fcy  f  or  the  8th  lians  Group'  when  convoy'  was  ambushed  on 
the  Ilaiig  Ginng  Pass  VIO  BR5545*  Quad  B26  received  1  round 
in  right  door,  Negative  oasualtiss. 

ai  •  ^  . 
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12  Mar  68  1450  hrs».  H105  fired  one  confirned  aission  expending 
586  raaiids  VIO  0BO7O556  and  CE086228.  Assessaenti 
14  sr.'^l  stiniotuxes  destroyed^  7  large  struotures  dest¬ 
royed , 


13  Jto  6o  SS^J.O,  .'*r 2i  ?''^ter  0211  on  bridge  security  VIO  IZ  Lowboy 
VIO  ."■;392120v  observed  3  VO  setting  explosives  on 
bridge.  D:*.  crew  fired' M-.79  and  K-60  vreapons. 

AsoG3S!.’er)t<  1  oonfirmad  erieny  Kli  anfi  2  possible  eneny  WIi. 


15  Mar  68  1  550  ■  •■^’ads  Bl6  and  S26  were  ajabushod  ■vdiile  on  oenvoy 

escort. .K>'th  Q-iii  iCrans  Bn  on  Hif^way  19  VIO  BR1752. 

Quadn  ;  ■-•;ed'900  rounds  silencing  aiabushera  with  unoonfira- 
ed  eneoy  KCA,  1  US  \{LK  (Btry  41  st  Arly) 

19  Mar  68  0915  hrst  Quad  B19  while  on  search  and  destroy  aission 
fired  small  arms  fire  and  Automatio  Weapons  fire  VIO  AN 
911229.  Mission  was  fired  in  support  of  5rd  Bn  506'ti]i 
Infantry.  1  US  Wla-  (EI9).  Assessment*  :lhdeterninod 


20  Mar  6.8  1000  lirs*  Duster  D24I  enroute  to  Kontum  hit  anti-tank 
mine  VIO  Z4252581.  Sniper  fire  ccinaonoed  and  vas  silen¬ 
ced  after  I\ister  L241  fired  ^0  rou^^ds  in  counterfire 
nissicni  Negative  casualties. 


23  Mar  60-  -0900  hrst  -Duster  D242  while  on  convoy  escort  aission 
•>  going  east' on  route  51-1  .VIO  Z4029929  near  Kontun,  hit 

land  mine.  4.  US  V/IA  including  Opt.  Joseph  W»  Corder  Jr. 
•  Battery  D  Co/Ji-iander.  D242  combat  loss. 

V 

1000  hrst  Duster  A232  while  moving  to  position  for 
escort  mission  in  support  of  6th  Bn  52nd  Arty  hit 
land  nine  VIO  of  BQ945775.  2  US  'rflA.  A 232  (A/4/60) 
combat  loss. 


31  Mar  68  1515  hrst  Quad  B11  on  search  and  destroy  mission  in 
support  of  lot  Bn  50th  Infantry  contacted  unknown  size 
enemy  force  VIO  of  BR997752.  Quad  311  engaged  the  enemy. 

•.  Assessment*  Uadeternined.  ‘  2  US  WlA  (311  personnel) 
evao  to  85th  3VAC  Hoppital. 

1650  hr 8*  Personnel  of  0/4/60  enroute  to  LZ  English  were 
ambushed  vie  BR886885.  Several  vehicles  from  the  175^*1 
ABN  were  alio-  cau^t  in  tho  ambush.  Received  Automatic 
■  ■  ■  Weapons  fire  from  both  sides  of  the  road.  Bstinated  enemy 

size  2  platoons.  Dustors  B121,  0221  and  0222  were  called 
.  .  in.  for  support.  Duster  fired  162  roun^  breaking  ambush. 

Negative  casualties.  Assessment  .undetermined  as  a  sweep 
of  the  area  oould  not  be  made. 

’1  Apr  68  0750  hrs*  Quad  B15  mount  was  air  lifted  to  VIC  YA939912 
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oission*  FSB  periaeter  defense. 


j6^_hr3i  Awmo  dump  VIS  YA959912  received  incoming 
wurta-'f  rcunds..  Fire  spread  tc  ^iuad  315  causing  minor 
dsj«tfgas<.  (^lajocf.ty  of  all  QuM  PLL  equipment  destroy- 
©ds  Quad  er.pvo  porscsnal  clothing  and  equipemtn  desteoyed. 
IfejTaliVe  casualties.  Quad  315  operational. 


170'^  hr.s't^  2300  hrst  Quad  315  received  undetermined 
nu.’rx).v  of  »cc«:'ing  mortar  rounds  and  sniper  fire  VIO 
YjlS'Ji'Ol^.  (JkiUd  S15  returned  counterfire  mission  ex¬ 
pending  ■acco  rounds^  Negative  damage  to  oquipmorit  or  cas- 
ualt-i^-!..' 


2  Apr  68  11708  heat  AFC  with  Quad  311  mounted  returning  in 

column  from  infantry,  operation  in  support  of  1st  Bn, 

.  50th  Infantry  hit  mine  VIO  of  BR999783*  FJ’G  Ihomas 

S.  Vioodland,  PPG  Pahlo  6.  Sanchez,  S/41,  KI4,  APC  and 
Qu<'id  combat  loss. 

4  Apr  68  1345  tos:  Quad  315  mount  received  incoming  mortar 

rounds  VIO  of  BI71198.  1  US  WIA  (s/41). 

a  Apr  68  0800  hr»  lusters  B121,  B122,  BI4I  and  BI42,  Qiads  314, 

327  and  328  departed  Gamp  Tovnes  for  extensive  operation 
iii  support  of  6th  Bn,  84th  Arty  VIC  BR8965. 


9  Apr  68  Dusters  B121,  B122,  BI4I  and  BI42  received  incoming 

mortar  rounds  VIC  BR892632.  Dusters  fired  counterfire 
missions  expending  482  rounds  in  of  mortar  flashes* 
Assessment}  Mortar  fixe  silenced.  1  US  V/IA  (s/4l)* 

.  .  .  0600  hrst  Vfork  .j^arty  imcovered  3  bodies  VIC  BR354452 

killed  by  .50  Caliber  Jfe.ohine  Guns  Quad  31 6,  325  and 
326  Tvere  credited  with  3  energy  KIAs  by  body  count.  liissicn 
fired  O/A  5APR. 


10  Apr  68  0130  hrsi  Searchlight  S2I  observed  movement  on  perimeter 
VIO  24183911  Searchlight  personnel  fired  10  3-79 
rounds.  Assessment}  5  anenry  KI4  by  body  count. 

0830  hrst  325  and  326  fired  coimterfire  in  support  of  an 
SOD  Team  working  along  Eighvtay  19  in  VIC  of  3R300452 
expending  4600  rounds  respectively.  Assessment:  Quad 
325  and  326  credited  w.ith  4  enemy  KIA  by  body  count, 

■  1230  hrs:  Sstimated  r^irimental  size  force  KVA  attacked 

position  VIC  of  BR3OO452  with  recoiless  rifles,  AK  47s 
and  B-40  rockets.  Attack  repulsed  by  Infantry,  ..rtiilery 
and  Airstrikes.  Quads  325  and  326  fired  15,000  rounds  in 
oount.erfire  missions.  Assessment*  Quads  325  and  326 
were  credited  with  4  enemy  KIA  by  body  count. 
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15  ipr  60  1400  hr3>  Quad  B15  nount  located  just  outside  of  their 
porine’tor  VIO  of  Y4899954  were  colled  upon  to  provide 
litter  hearers  for  US  Infantry  unit  in  fire  fi^t 
with  undetermined  size  UV4  force.  PFC  Janes  3.  Nicol- 
aise:’,  [  hccane  separated  from  his  unit.  Search 
of  area  \>a£,  cc. 'ducted  with  negative  results. 

17  Apr  68  1700  hrst  PFC  Hiooldisen  was  found  KIA.  as  a  result  of 
another  sweep  of  lae  area  by  infantry  unit, 

17  Apr  68  2100  hrs»  iXister  A241  while  on  perimeter  defense  observed 
undetermined  size  force  of  VC  VIO  of  CQ1 18372,  Duster 
1241  expended  72  rounds.  Assessment  3  enemy  KIA  by  body 
count, 

19  Apr  68  2100  hrst  Dusters  01 4I  and  0142  in  support  of  regular  forces 

aJsbush  VIO  of  BR7769II  fired  5  confirmed  missions 
expending  119  and  96  rounds  respectively.  Assessments 
0  enemy  KIA  by  body  count, 

20  Apr  60  0300  hra»  Dusters  B121,  B122,  and  B142>  Quads  Bl4f  S27f 

and  328 »  Searchlights  S41 >  S42,  S48|  S52  and  S66  in 
support  of  6th  Bn>  84th  Arty;  Btry  B  7th  Bn,  Ipth 
Ariy,  Btry  0,  2nd  Bn#  17th  Arty  in  spppcrt  of  1st  Inf 
Regiment  (ROK)  and  26th  3hf  Regiment  (ROK)  began  mission 
assignment  for  Operation  Meng  Ho  11, 

22  Apr  68  1655  hrss  Quad  SI 9  returning  from  work  party  scour iiy 

in  support  of  27th  Engineers  hit  a  105mn  pres-.-ure 
detonated  road  mine  VIC  of  AN87176  approximately  5KM 
from  Phan  Thiot*  Vehicle  damaged,  3  US  WIA  (A/ 4/60) 

2  EM  treated  in  field  and  returned  to  duty#  1  PW 
will  be  evao  to  36th  Bvao  Hospital. 

2015  lirst  Searchlight  548  illuminated  2  VC  ’’/IC  of 
CRO90375  resulting  in  capture  of  1  VO  by  ROK  Forces, 

23  Apr  68,  0710  hrs»  Quad  313  enroute  to  LZ  Pony  hit  land  mine 

VIO  of  BR799026,  Negative  casualties.  Vehicle  damaged, 

27  Apr  60  0005  hra»  Duster  B1II  fired  1  oounterfire  mission 
against  incoming  sniper  fire  expending  30  roxmds  VIO 
BR0323.  Negative  US  casualties.  Assessmentt  Sniper 
fire  silenced, 

29  Apr  68  1030  hrs  Duster  D121  arid  D132  fired  one  mission  each, 

expending  a  total  of  36 1  rounds,  on  a  known  enemy  small 
arms  position  VIC  Z&059512,  Tae  small  arms  were  firing  on 
a  helicopter  flying  overhead.  Assessment!  Small  arms 
fire  silenced. 
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■^y  dUiD  CONVOY  ESCORT  BOTY  HWY  Ql.  19 

The  following  reports  of  aoticn  were  complied  from  the  4th 
■  Battalion  (ivV')  (S?V,  60th  irtilldaj  3ITHEPS  and  8th  Transportation 
Group  letters,  suhjcot;  ^yj^opsis  of  Jkmbush. 


13  Pet  6a.  .1  convoy  consisting  L>r2'?8  cargo  vehioleSf  1 

maintenance  truck,  2  gun  jeeps  (M-60  ^B)■,  3  gun  trucks  (4  M-60 
Mj/TRK)  and  Quads  E15|  EI7  and  B18  departed  An  Khe  at  I325  hours. 

At  a  point  200  meters  east  of  the  base  of  I-Iang  Giang  Bass  (See 
map  point  I),  the  lead  vehicles  of  the  convoy  were  taken  under 
fire  by  eneny  mortars  arid  small  arms.  Convoy  personnel  iiimediJttely 
returned  fire  In  the  direction  of  the  suspected  enemy  positions. 

The  convoy  ooiioander  directed  E17  tp  engage  the  enemy  and  lay 
down  screening  fire  in  tlie  direction  of  the  suspected  enemy  mtrtaB 
position  vhile  the  convoy  moved  throu^  tl»  area.  Tactical  .  -,0 
Security  Porces  (l73rd  ABN)  arrived  within  10  minutes  of  the  initial  ' 
contact.  "Air  strikes  were  conducted.  A  sweep  of  the  suopocted  enemy 
positions  was  conducted  after  air  strikes. 


AB'-'BSSMENTi  Enemy  casualties  unknovm.  No  TJS  casualties  or  equip¬ 
ment  damage.  Enemy  had  fired  7  mortar  rounds. 

4  Mir  68.  A  convoy  consisting  of  I04  cargo  vehicles,  4  gun 
jeeps  (M-60  mg),  8  gun  trucks  (4  ^I-60  JIG/TRK)  and  Quads- El 6, 

E23  and  E26  departed  An  Khe  at  O83O  hours*  At  09OO  hours  the  convoy 
was  halted  at  OP  89  by  tactical  security  because  of  enemy  action 
in  Ma^  Gi^g  Pass.  At  1130  hours  the  convoy  continued  with  one 
Tank  (1/69)  and  2  APOs  (l732d  ABN)  accompanying  for  additional 
security.  At  1145  hours  (VIO  BR333461)  the  convoy  cauae  under 
ha5,vy  small  arms,  Automatic  weapons  and  mortar  fire  (See  map  point 
2)*  The  Convoy  Security  Force  including  BI6,  E25  and  B26  immediately- 
returned  fire  on  the  enemy  positions  which  were  well  entrenched  in 
■the  -tree  line  on  -the  north  side  of  the  road.  Sporadic  fire  was  also 
received  from  the  south  side  of  the  road.  A  reaction  foroe  of 
1  Taiik,  4  APOs  and  4  Gun ‘Ships  arrived  wirhln  fi-ve  minutes  after  the 
initial  contact.  Tne  enemy  force  was  estimated  at  50  personnel. 

ASSSSSMBNTj  Enemy  casualties  unknown,  8  TJS  WIA,  including  2  Quad 
Cannoneers;  5  vehicles  and  -two  trailers  damaged.  Quads  expended 
25,000  rounds. 

8  Mar  68.  A  convoy  gonsisting  of  79  cargo  vejiiolos/  ^  'jpjii  jeeps  (M60 
M3),  5  gun  -trucks  (4  M.6O  MG/TRK)  and  Quads  BI6,  E23  and  E26  departed 
An  Khe  at  0800  hours.  At  O830  hours  VIC  BR535445  (See  map  point  1),  - 
-the  -third  gun  truck  in  the  first  serial  v;as  hit  by  a  Claymore  mine. 

At  the  same  time  the  oonvoy  came  under  hea-vy  small  arms  guil  Auto¬ 
matic  Weapons  fire.  The  Qonvoy  Seourity  ^oroe  including  BI6,  E23 
and  B26.  A  company  from  -the  173i<i;  operating  in  the  ii^media-te  area 
was  driven  back  af-ter  15  minu-tes. 

i^fiESSI'IEINT*  1  TJS  KIA,  2  US  ¥Ii»  1  Vohiole  damaged;  enemy  casual¬ 
ties  net  known. 

S3 
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5he  convoy  proceeded  and  at  0915  hours  at  a  point  2  Kilometers  west’  ■ 
of  CP  102  (See  map  point  2) ,  a  fuel  truck  in  the  first  serial  hit 
a  mine#  The  vehicle  was  taken  under  enemy  fire  by  small  arms, 
Autonatio  Vfeapons  and  B40  rookots,  which  ienitcd  the  fuel.  The 
remainder  of.  the  -coD-umn  oatie  under  enemy  fire.  The  Convoy  Secur¬ 
ity  Force  inoludlit,  'iuads  xJl6,  BSJ  and  E24  laid  down  a  base  of  fixe 
directed  at  the  enemy  positions  while  the  convoy  maneuvered  past  tne 
bimiing  vehicle.  •  Tactical  Security  Forces  arrived  wilhin  5  minutes 
and  engaged  the  enemy. 

ASSESSMENT:  1  TJS  KI4,  1  vehicle  daiaaged,  1  vehicle  destroyed.  The 
CJuads  expended  a  total  pf  10,000  rounds  in  both  ambushes.  The 
Quads  received  no  casualties  or  damage. 

15.1far  68.  At  1030  hoirrs  a  convoy  supported  by  Quads  BI6  and 
E26  cajcae  unier  small  arms  and  Autonatio  Weapons  fire  from  a  bimker 
approxixaateiy  400  meters  of  the  hi^way  (Soe  taap  point  3) .  The 
Qiiads  fired  900  rounds  into  the  bunker  silencing  the  enoev  fire. 

ASSESSMENT:  Negative  US  casualties  or  Oquipnent  damaged;  3  enemy 
KCA  by  Quads. 

At  1530  the  Quo,d8  were  returned  to  in  Khe  providing  security  for  a 
convoy  when  they  came  under  fire  from  small  arms  and  Automatic 
Weapons  fire  (See  map  point  3)*  The  tiuada  directed  fire  into  the  Iff. 
enemy  positions  expending  900  rounds. 

ASSBSS^SNT:  2  US  WIA  both  from  Quads.  Negative  US  equipment  damage 
8  enemy  KHA. 

SNQPSIS:  QUADS  on  convoy  escort  are  utilized  as  a  quick  reaction 
force  capable  of<  engaging  the  enemy  with  devastating  fire  that 
saturates  the  enemy  positions  in  the  mininun  amount  of  timr,.  The 
Qfiads,  irregularly  placed  in  the  colmaa.,  precludes  the  enemy  from 
predetermining  their  position  aM  provides  proteoti^n  for  the  entire 
convoy..  As  illustrated  by  the  above,  the  Q»dB  are  used  to  lay  down 
screening  fires  vdiile  the  colxunn  passes  through  the  area.  Also 
Qoad's  cheok  the  enemy^s  offensive  agahist  the  oonvoy  until  Seoin;ity 
lEixoes,  helicopter  gun  ships,  or  artillery  arrives  at  the  area  9f 
gabush. 
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PLL  CLERK  TR/.II1ETG 

THE  FOLLO'/IKG  ?ORMi\L  im  OH-TEE-JOB  TPJ.INIHO  \/AS  COHBUCTED  BY  THE  BATTALION 
S4'  K)R  PURPOSES  OP  QUALIFYING  BATG’ERY  PERSONNEL  TO  PERSUlffi  THE  DUTIES  OP  PLL 
CIERK. 

K>IM.\L  TILMNING  (2  L'lYS) 

(a)  INTRODUCTION  TO  PUBLIC.VTIONS  (2  HRS) 

(b)  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  RECOriD  OP  DEIOID  AND  TITLE  EISERT  C/xRDS  (2  HRS) 

(c)  Pru'.CTICAL  EXERCISE  ON  THE  PRSPAIl'.TION  OP  A  PLL  (4  .HRS) 

(d)  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  RED  BALL  EXPRESS  AND  ISSUE  PRIORITY  SYSTEM  (2  HRS) 
(o)  PRATICAL  EXERCISE  IITVOLVIHG  ALL  PIUSES  OP  A  PLL  (INCLUDING  THE  DEMUTO 

CARDS,  TITLE  INSERTS,  AND  SUBMITTING  REqUISITIONS). 

2.  0^  (4  DAYS) 

(a)  E'^CH  PLL  CLERK  PREPARED  EIS  RESPECTIVE  BATTERY'S  RECOiJ)  OP  DEMYTO  AND 
TITLE  INSERT  CARDS. 

(b)  THE  PLL  CLERKS  PREPARED  RED  B/.LL  EXPRESS  REqUISITIONS  FOR  B.’.TTALION 
C01TS0LIL.VTED  PLL. 

(c)  THE  PLL  CLERKS  PROCESSED  STATUS  C/iRDS,  AND  M-DD  THE  NECESS.*JIY  POLLOVf 
UP  FOR  THE  BN  CONSOLID.’.TED  PLL.  ’ 
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lEADQUAR'MlS,  AKi  60T1-I  AllTILIERY 

APO  96258 


AVGK-AF~S4 


19  March  I968 


SnBJECI:  Ii  ocaiiioii  of  Preacribcd  Load  Stock 


CO,  4th  Bn,  60th  Turty 
APO  San  Francisco  96258 


1 ,  KBFEriFKCES : 

a.  Mosaaccj  CG  USAIW,  AVHGB-MF  61514,  MG  131109Z  Sep  6?,  SUBJECT: 
Location  of  Presoribed  Load  Stock* 

b*  Mesango,  CG  IFFOllCBV,  Artillery,  AVFA-AT-E,  10-0280,  BT6  20355Z 
Oct  67,  SUBJECT:  Location  of  PLL  nnd  Stock 

0.  Hossago,  CG  IFFOUCGV,  /rty,  A\’FA-AT-E,  02-0447,  MG  270550Z  Fob  68, 
SUBJECT  PrQGc;.-ibed  LocB.  L-ist* 

d,  /ill~735“]55  Paragraph  6-5 

2,  In  complianoo  vfith  referonce  10,  the  follovring  factors  were  considered 
pertaining  to  the  location  of  ijroscribod  load  stock: 

a«  Age  of  CLiuipinent  util.'.zed 

b»  Stock  of  spcLco  ports  available  fw:  ocinipwont 

0.  Past  and  precont  deadline  rote, 

d«  Transportation  and  comraunication  ’./ith  oubordino-te  nnits. 

e*  VJido  disporsion  of  fire  xinita  and  subordinate  unit  hcadcuartors 
from  battalion  haodquarboru* 

f.  Status  of  PLL  lino  itesis  with  stock  located  "t  battalion  1  avol  and 
ritock  locoted  at  battery  level. 

g.  Ilequircment  for  PLL  experienced  pcrsoimel  \rith  irbock  located  at 
battalion  lovol  and  stock  located  at  battery  level, 

•  3*  The  follo^/ing  advantagen  and  disadvantages  were  noted  ^7ibh  the  PLL 
remaining  consolidated  at  battalion  level: 

a.  ADV/EVT/J-uiS : 

(1)  Total  number  of  linos  authorized  on  PLL  (890)  based  on  con-"' 
oolidated  density  and  consolidated  demands, 

(gO _ — ^ 
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(2 )  ASL  at  5th  Maiivfconance  Battalion  is  vrithia  20  minutes  driving 
time  from  HiL  location.. 

(3)  iliroo  ILL  oiorks  and  sujc-rvisor  can  maintain  consolidated 

FLL, 

(4)  PLL  functions  can  ho  closed:,  siipoj. vised  at  battalion  level, 

(5)  i’he  Pill  clerks  uorldLng  in  the  consolidated  PLL  oro  trained 
and  knowlCidgeahle, 


(1 )  Long  diatancQs  hetooen  consolidated  PLL  location  and  firing 
hattericc  '•.dth  the  attendant  tiiAO  laoso  in  transporting  repair  parts,  . 

t 

(2)  There  is  only  one  ASL  supporting-  the  battalion, 

(3)  Demand  data  in  some  cases  is  incorrect  duo  to  units  obtaining 
repair  parts  from  other  sources, 

4*  Tho  following  adv.?ntages  end  disadvantages  with  the  PLL  being,  ab 
battery  level  is  listed  bulow: 

a,  m'JdlTACaiiJ  s  .  ; 

(1 )  The  repair  parts  ’r'ould  bo  stocked  at  the  location  \7horc*  mrdn- 
tenaiico  is  aoutally  performed  (reference  1d), 

(2)  The  time  lapse  in  transportirn-;  repai-c  parts  would  be  reduced,  - 

(5)  Tne  ASIi's  vMch  would  oxipport  the  unit  PLL’s  v?ould  be  .relat¬ 
ively  close  to  the  PLTi  location, 

(4)  Pe.rsonncl  .in  vinits  wcvdd  talco  more  interest  in  -the  procujroaent 
of  repair  parts, 

(5)  The  total  number  of  mission  essentia,!  items  authorized  for 
stcckagc  would  incroaco  for  .'ip,./;-:oxiriia.tol“-  I60  lines. 


b,  DIS:JDV.J!T;i.GiJbj 

(1 )  The  rcquiro;r.ont  for  trained  PIIi  clerics  ’..'ould  iixcrca,se  from 
■throe  to  a  miniriium  of  s.ic:  (a  ..’lininun  of  one  clerk  per  PLL  for  Fq,  3try,  A 
Btryj  B  Btry,  C  Btr:>,  D  Btry,  and  B  Btry  29th  irty),  Kopair  parts  for  U 
Btrj',  41  ct  Art:'-,  -.foxold  bo  on  the  PLL's  of  the  uni-ks  to  ’./hicli  the  laxhine 
gun  sections  are  attachod, 

(2 )  j\n  cstimavted  21 1  lino  i-toms  -«ovild  bo  dropped  from  the  unit  ’ 
PLL  duo  to  ]ov.'er  density  of  Gc:uipme:i-t  and  tho  reduced  number  of  demands. 
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nmn  TO  ROjuL  loading  plan 
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1 ,  PACK  W/3BD  ROLL 

2.  200  SAND  Bags 

5*  15  8»  KvGINiER  STAKES 

4.  3  CASES  C-RATTONS  IN  DRIVERS  COMPARTMENT 

>  5  GAL  30W  OIL 

6.  5  gal  water 

1 .  PACK  Vv'lLL  HAVE  ONE  COAiPi.EJS  CliANGE  OP  UNIFORM  KENUS 
BOOTS  PLUS  MESS  KIT  AND  TOILST  ARTICLES. 

2.  BSD  ROLL  VOLL  CONSIST  OP  BLANKET  &  MOSqUlIO  NET  ROLLED 
-  KSIDB  OF  PONCHO  &  ATTACHED  TO  BOTTOM  DP  PACK. 
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